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Part of J David Morgan
Public Record 1399 Scenic river Rd.

Procious, WV 25164
(mailing address
507 Chandler dr.

Point Pleasant, WV 25550
Ms. Cynthia T, Brown,

Chief Section of Administration Office of Proceedings
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street S. W> Washington, DC 20423

Re: Docket No. AB 1314 0X, The Elk River Railroad, INC-

Abandonment- in Kanawha and Clay Counties, WV

Dear Ms. Cynthia T Brown,

Attached you will find information we requested from Bright Enterprises. They made no
effort to mail these to property owners and instead relied upon us to distribute this
information. This was not public knowledge, nor was it posted anywhere known to the
landowners to obtain to our knowledge. Not sure how many “volunteers” they had but there
was only one in our area as noted on first page cover sheet attached. There are many issues in
this attachment that have not been addressed as of today. This was dated over a year ago and
there have been no public hearings or town hall meetings on this proposal. They proceeded
directly to abandonment and the STB without working out such issues. The main issue which
they are aware of and addressed in their proposal is that of access in said 53.4 mile stretch
currently before the STB. They have points numbered in this leaflet numbered 1 through 34.
Each one of these need to be answered or researched carefully for facts.

I will briefly touch on a few of these. #15 states the
ROW is 66 feet wide. | have 5 handwritten deeds that states it
is 60 feet wide. #18 They have 4 leases that | am aware of for
road use. Two are with the WVDOH for roads they now
maintain in Queen Shoals. 2 more exist in the Camp Creek



area to an individual and the WVDOH for use as a road or cut
through from the road to the ROW. They are aware of these
and maintain they will drop the leases. No meetings have
been held between these lease holders and Bright Railroad.

Section F. Access Issues Along the Rails Trails. 20-34 all need to be addressed before
abandonment is granted. To this date no landowner has not been approached nor have public
meetings been held. This is essential especially in WV because it will affect our tax base
dramatically as the value of these adjacent properties will plummet and ultimately be
abandoned if they become land locked by this proposal. | am surprised but not that the
following publication was not submitted to the STB in docket AB 1314 X

Thank you for your time,

J David Morgan 304-675-5929 jdmorg@suddenlink.net

cc: Parties of record
A Rebecca Williams Attorney
Elk River Foundation, Inc
Stover & Loftus LLP
1224 Seventeenth Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Via e-mail : arw@sloverandloftus.com






























The first of four newly-constructed bridges on the section of the Elk River Trail from Duck to Ivydale.

There was no ribbon cutting or public announcement when 10 miles of the new Elk River Trail open
between Duck and Ivydale six weeks ago. Avid hikers and bikers who were looking for new outdo
trails found it any way. They've been coming ever since.

“Because of COVID-19, we did not have an official event to let people know that this section of the
Elk River Trail was open,” said Frank Jorgensen, a railroad developer whose companies, The Elk
River Railroad and Buffalo Creek & Gauley Railroad, have a binding agreement to sell the rail
corridors to the state for a new rails-to-trail system.

“But every weekend when | drive to Duck, the access parking lot is full and people are enjoying the
@rail." The scenic section parallels the Elk River, has a crushed stone surface where rails once lay
and is shaded by a tree canopy. After the first quarter mile or so, there are no permanent residence:
until lvydale.
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Buffalo Creek & Gauley?

Until the floods of 2016 that severely damaged the line and washed out two short bridges,
another clear candidate for railbike examination would have been the remaining trackage of the
Buffalo Creek & Gauley in Clay County. Because the line has been deemed eligible for FEMA
funding for restoration of the track back to operable condition, it will be mentioned here. The
line took significant damage from 2016 storms including the complete washout of one girder
bridge including the center pier, and a second bridge with the track completely stripped from it.
Stone Consulting visited this line again in 2017, and the determination that the track will be
replaced ‘as before’ would indicate that the line deserves consideration in this report.

This section of track from Clay running generally east-west is another near-wilderness situation
on a river-bottom alignment with virtually no human presence over nearly all of its 18 miles.

The line was investigated by Stone Consulting in 2006 for possible excursion railroad use; our
recommendation at the time was to consider it as a ‘speeder camp’ using the planned Clay
Campground, where private owners of small gasoline-powered rail speeders (NARCOA) could
use their vehicles in a safe and isolated location as well has have an extended RV campground
experience.

At that time the railbike alternative did not exist, but the rationale for railbikes is much the same
as speeders; a highly-scenif:, relatively flat right-of-way that has minimal if any interference
from neighbors, grade crossings, or property conflicts for at least five miles.

The section of the BC&G from the beginning at Dundon (just across the Elk River from Clay) to
Cressmont is 8.25 miles of track that has no public or private grade crossings and passes
through what is effectively reverted wilderness.
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