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506 BURLEN DR  

CHARLESTON, WV 25302 
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7/25/21 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown, 

Chief Section of Administration Office of Proceedings Surface 

Transportation Board  

395 E Street, S.W. Washington, D.C. 20423 

 Re: Docket No. AB 1314X, The Elk River Railroad, Inc. – 

Abandonment Exemption – In Kanawha & Clay Counties, WV  

         302771 

       ENTERED 
Office of Proceedings 
      July 26, 2021 
           Part of  
      Public Record



 

Dear Ms. Cynthia Brown,  

 Below you will find a handwritten comment and a 

photo copy of a deed which is adjacent to the railroad  

concerning docket AB 1314 0 X. This entire document is 

being e-filed and e-mailed to the law firm listed below at 

the conclusion of this “letter”.  
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Below you will find a copy of a deed from 1922. This 

being the property mentioned in the handwritten letter 

that has been in the same family for 100 years. The 

original railroad was formed in the early 1900’s. This 

deed indicates that in 1928 and currently the property 

owners has a rightful claim of the abandoned railroad 

property directly in front of their home. “Thence with the 

foot of the hill to stake poles from said house”. The foot 

of the hill is on the opposite side of their property and 

encumbers said railroad property they claim ownership. 

In conversations with the railroad, they claim to own all 

the property along their right of way. I am sure many 

other such properties exist that either shows the 

property owner owns the property or they may have 

exist reversionary easements. Before proceeding with an 

abandonment there should be survey’s done  to insure 

the railroad indeed has clear deeds to the 53.4 miles of 

line. This should fall on the railroad to provide such 

rather than the 100-1000 individual adjacent property 

owners which have not been notified sufficiently by the 

railroad. Publishing in a poorly uncirculated county 

newspaper should not be acceptable as public notice.  
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Thie Deed, Made thi B 4th day of ~a.rub, 1922, by e.nd 

Walker. Widower, of Clay county. West Virginia. -party o:f t~ 

and Ambro ae Wehrle of CbarJ..e eton. Kanwba Coo.xxt y. West Vi rgj 

of th~ second part. 
WITNESSETH: That the ea.id party of the first pa.rt• f O 

consideration of the aum of Eleven Hundred Dolle.re ($1l00.00) ca.ah in 

ea.id -party of the a econd -pa.rt to the a e.id party of the 

hand Pl 

:fir at part. the rece :i: 

ia hereby acknowledged, DOTH GRM~T AND 

CONVEY unto the said Ambrose Wehrle. 

tract or -parcel of iand together with the 

of the second paxt, the follow1.ng 
tbereon e.nd the e.-ppu:rtene.ncea thereunto or in anywise belongin~. aitua.te 1J 

in Union District of Clay County. West Virdnie. 
on the 

South aide o:f Elk. I 

the mouth of Ce.mp Creelc and beine; the same 

:first ye.rt by William P. 
Walker e.nd wife by deed dated the 19th day of M.e.rc· 

land that w~a conveyed to ea.id pt 

cia.y C ou:at y We et 

recorded in the office of the clerk of the County Court o:f 

in Deed Book No. 4. e.t pap:e 602 and -..½l. i ch ea.id tre.ot i e bounded and deacrib 

to-wit: 
BEGINNING e.t a. ate.ke on the b a.nk o:f the Riv er twenty ( 20) pol• 

house where he lived in the year 1889. ( and where he now 
ea.id John W--a.1ker 
a.cross the bottom from the ea.id Ri--.,er to the :foot o:f the hill to a. stake be 

-poles from ea.id house; thence with the foot o :f the blhll :following the 
bend 

ino1o.de all the River low ground e.e V18ll a.a the ea.id hoo.ee 
joiB:5....- S. D. D::i 

with the mea.nderne o:r eni d Riv er 
binding thereon to the place of l>eg1.:n.n: 

a.ores more or lees. And the ea.id party o:f 
the first pa.rt does he re· 

two (2) 

ere.lly the property by this deed c onv!!Jyed subject to the 
Swan and Goshorn. 

con n ng _about 3 4 e.c::i: 
ervation a.nd hereby reserving that tre.ot o:f land ta.1. i / 

Feb 10, 1916, recorded in Deed Book 
~- Reed, . by deed dated 

Records and e.J..ao the deeds to the c. c. &, s. Railway Co. 

WITNESS THE FOLLOWING SIGN.(l.TURES and eeaJ.e: 

. STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 

CLAY COUNTY TOoWIT: 

I, L. J. Reed, 

that John Walker, (Widower) 

a. notary public o:f the e a:1. d Oou.n::t= .,. ,. ., 0..1.. '-'lay 

whose name is signed 

the 4th de.y o:f March 

to th.a writ:1.ng e.bcrv e b 

1922, bas thi B d 
Ky o ommies1.on ay e.ckn.ovtl. edged the ea=e before m 

e:xp~ee · the .., day of "'e.n G1. u 1930. 
v en under my hand thi. a 6 .,._Y ~ 

($1..60 1.n U. s R ~ 0 
:f Me.rob, 1922. 

• av enue Stampe) L. 
Weat Ve.. • 

Thi.a Deed 

c1. -.; e.y ounty Court Caerk'e 
J. Reed, 

we.a th.1. 0:ffi.ce Ma.rah 9. 1922. 
a d.e.y nreeent ed to -

oert1.-:r1.oate thereto me i n m;y o:f:f1.oe and e.:n.ne:xed • 1. a e.dnrt. ttad to th er eu.pon • 
record. 

toge 



 

Thanks for your time 

Ken and Vivian Lowe 

 

Cc: 

 

A. Rebecca Williams Attorney The Elk River Railroad, Inc. 

c/o Slover & Loftus LLP 1224 Seventeenth Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20036 Via email: 

arw@sloverandloftus.com 




