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All potentially historic structures on the right of way have had no use and next­

to-no maintenance since the 1998 embargo, and will continue to deteriorate until 

and unless restored pursuant to specific trail plans. As NCRA has previously 

indicated, NCRA has no plan to remove any depot, bridge, tunnel, or other 

structure upon abandonment. NCRA has filed a "statement of willingness" to 

railbank and preserve the entire corridor per 16 U.S.C. 1247(d). Corridor 

preservation is generally the accepted means to mitigate historic impacts from rail 

line abandonment. The California legislature is currently considering whether to 

create a new entity actually to develop the Great Redwood Trail once the line is 

railbanked, or to charge NCRA with that task. When NCRA or its successor 

develop trail plans, NCRA expects that those trail plans will be analyzed under 

California's Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and any other relevant laws, and 

that impacts on historic structures flowing from those plans will be consistent with 

applicable Secretary of Interior Standards. 

NCRA notes that Caltrans coordinated a "State Report" for California State 

Transportation Agency (CalSTA) entitled "Great Redwood Trail Feasibility, 

Governance, and Railbanking Report" (2020). As part of that State Report, 

Caltrans retained consultants and prepared an historic analysis. NCRA sets forth 

the relevant portion of the Cal trans consultant analysis as Exhibit L to NCRA' s 

ER/HR. In addition, NCRA retained its own consultant to supply a narrative 

history and ensure photographs of structures on the line for purposes of STB 

regulatory requirements in 49 C.F .R. Part 1105. NCRA understands that Caltrans 

concurs that NCRA should be viewed as having satisfied all relevant historic 

reporting requirements for purposes of this proceeding. 

Caltrans at p. 3 requests that the record accurately reflect known liabilities. As 

clarified by this letter, NCRA understands that Caltrans is now satisfied concerning 

liability disclosures, such that any further concerns may be addressed in trail 

implementation planning. Since NCRA is a public agency of the State and the 

State currently anticipates railbanking and a trail on NCRA's property, the State 

will determine how to allocate (and pay for) liabilities. 

In sum, NCRA understands the Caltrans comments to support abandonment 

and railbanking, and that Caltrans concurs that no additional information is 

necessary and that its letter should not be read to indicate the need for any post­

abandonment conditions. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
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