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By my signature below, I certify service by posting a copy of this pleading with 
USPS on the date of this letter, postage pre-paid, first class addressed to all persons 
on the service list, which to date is limited to NCRA and David Schonbrunn 
(Transdef Pres.), P.O. Box 151439, San Rafael, CA 94915. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Charles Montange 
for North Coast Rail Authority 

Att: NOE 

cc (all with attachment): Mitch Stogner (NCRA) (by email) 

Elizabeth Coleman, Esq. (for NCRA) (by email) 

David Schonbrunn (Transdef) 
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BEFORE THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

 

North Coast Railroad Authority –    ) 

Abandonment Exemption –     )  AB 1305X 

In Mendocino, Trinity and Humboldt Counties, CA ) 

 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

 
     North Coast Railroad Authority (“NCRA”) files this Verified Notice of 

Exemption (“NOE”) pursuant to the two-year out-of-service class exemption at 49 

C.F.R. 1152.50 for authority for NCRA to abandon approximately 175.84 miles of 

rail line and branches, set forth in the map attached as Exhibit A, between railroad 

milepost 139.5 at Commercial Street in Willits, to railroad milepost 267.72 near 

Carlotta, milepost 300.5 near Samoa, and milepost 301.8 near Korbel,1 inclusive of 

Eureka at milepost 284.1 and Korblex at milepost 295.57, in Mendocino, Trinity 

and Humboldt Counties,  California (hereinafter “the Line”).   

      The line has been subject to an embargo imposed by the Federal Railroad 

Administration in 1998.  No local rail traffic has moved over the Line during the 

past two years or, indeed, since the embargo.   Similarly, there is and has been no 

 
1   This NOE thus encompasses NCRA’s Arcata & Mad River (or “Annie and 
Mary”) subsidiary, MP 295.57 near Korblex for approximately 6.23 miles to MP 
301.8 near Korbel.  As explained in Exhibit B, NCRA believes this Board has 
jurisdiction over the Annie and Mary and does not wish to leave behind a 
“stranded segment.” 
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overhead traffic on the Line and thus nothing to reroute.  Thus, any overhead 

traffic can be rerouted.  There is no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service 

on the line (or a state or local government entity acting on behalf of a shipper) 

regarding cessation of service over the line that is pending either at the Surface 

Transportation Board (“STB” or “Board”) or any U.S. District court, nor has any 

such Complaint been decided in favor of the Complainant within the past two 

years.   

     NCRA intends to preserve the Line for possible future rail reactivation and for 

use as part of The Great Redwood Trail pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 1247(d) and the 

“Notice of Interim Trail Use” (NITU) process, and for other compatible public 

purposes, which may include possible excursion rail with trail use in the Humboldt 

Bay area.   

     NCRA is an agency of the State of California.   

     1.  Proposed consummation date.  July 6, 2021. 

     2.  Certification required by 49 C.F.R. 1152.50(b).  See Exhibit C. 

     3.  Information required by 49 C.F.R. 1152.22(a)(1) through (4), (7), and (8), 

and (e)(4). 

 (a) General. 

  (1) Exact name of applicant.  North Coast Railroad Authority. 
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  (2) Whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 

U.S.C. Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.  NCRA is a common carrier by railroad subject to 

49 U.S.C. Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.   

  (3) Relief sought.  NCRA seeks to use the class exemption at 49 

C.F.R. 1152.50 to abandon approximately 175.8 miles of rail line between MP 

139.5 at Commercial Street in Willits, to MP 267.72 near Carlotta, MP 300.5 near 

Samoa, and MP 301.8 near Korbel, inclusive of Eureka at MP 284.1 and Korblex 

at MP 295.57, in Mendocino, Trinity and Humboldt Counties, California.  

     NCRA also seeks to “railbank” the line pursuant 16 U.S.C. 1247(d) and the 

NITU process and is filing requisite papers to this end separately.   

  (4)  Map.  See Exhibit A. 

     (7)  Name, title and address of representative of applicant to whom 

correspondence should be sent.  Charles H. Montange, Law Offices of Charles H. 

Montange, 426 NW 162nd St., Seattle, WA   98177, (206) 546-1936, 

c.montange@frontier.com. 

  (8) List of all United States Postal Service ZIP Codes that the line 

proposed for discontinuance traverses.   The line traverses the following U.S. 

Postal Zip Codes:   95429, 95595, 95454, 95542, 95560, 95559, 95553, 95571, 

95569, 95565, 95562, 95540, 95551, 95537, 95564, 95524, 95521, 95519, 95525, 

95521, 95524, 95501, 95503, 95526, 95514, 95511, and 95490.   
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  (e) Rural and community impact. 

(4).  Statement of whether the properties proposed to be abandoned  

are appropriate for use for other public purposes, including roads and highways, 

other forms of mass transportation, conservation, energy production or 

transmission, or recreation.  Based on the history of the Line, and actual experience 

since 1992,  NCRA believes that operation of the Line in and around the Eel River 

Canyon was extremely challenging due to the unstable soils and other terrain 

features.  These and features elsewhere on the Line rendered the Line unreliable, 

and too costly to maintain (due inter alia to frequent tunnel fires, flood events, and 

soil movement) for competitive freight rail operations.  NCRA further notes that 

the Line was constructed and initially operated for railroad purposes (chiefly to 

service the timber industry in the Eureka area) prior to the adoption of NEPA, 

CEQA or modern environmental law generally.   However, NCRA believes the 

Line is appropriate for other public purposes, including conservation, recreation, 

and the proposed Great Redwood Trail.    

     NCRA believes that the property may be subject to reversionary interests that 

may affect transfer of the corridor for non-rail purposes.  NCRA intends to 

railbank the property pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 1247(d) consistent with preserving it 

for conservation and recreation uses. 
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     4.  The level of labor protection.  The interests of any railroad employees who 

may be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment will be adequately 

protected by the labor protective conditions in Oregon Short Line R. Co. – 

Abandonment – Goshen, 360 ICC 91 (1979).   

     5.  Certification.  Certificates of compliance with the notice requirements of 49 

C.F.R. 1152.50(d)(1) and 1105.11 are attached in Exhibit D. 

     6.  Environmental Report.  See Exhibit E. 

     7.  Historic Report.  See Exhibit E. 

       All comments received to date on the combined ER/HR (Exhibit E) are 

attached as Exhibit E Addendum at the end of Exhibit E.   

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       c/ Charles H. Montange 

 
Of counsel:  Elizabeth Coleman, Esq.  Charles H. Montange 
Deputy County Counsel    Law Offices of Charles H. Montange 
Office of the County Counsel   426 NW 162nd St. 
Sonoma County     Seattle, WA  98177 
County Administration Center   (206) 546-1936 
575 Administration Drive, Room 105A fax --3739 
Santa Rosa, CA   95403    Rail counsel for North Coast Railroad 
707-565-2421       Authority 
Fax –2624 
Of counsel for North Coast Railroad  
  Authority 
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Exhibit A – Map 

Exhibit B – Annie and Mary subsidiary information 

Exhibit C – 1152.50(b) Verification and Certification 

Exhibit D -- Combined 1150(d)(1) Certificates of Service and Publication 

   1105.7, 1105.8(c) and 1105.11 Certification of Service  

Exhibit E – Combined ER/HR and Exhibit E Addendum (comments received to  

date:    Friends of the Eel River, Rails to Trails Conservancy, and                   

Humboldt County) 
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Exhibit B 

(also found as Exhibit B in ER/HR) 

Korblex to Korbel (Annie and Mary) 

 

 

 

 







































































 

Exhibit C 

1152.50(b) Verification and Certification 

 

 





Exhibit D 

Combined Certificates of Service and Publication 

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. l 152.50(d)(l), the undersigned hereby certifies that 

notice of the proposed abandonment in Docket No. AB 1305X was mailed by 

certified U.S. mail, postage pre-paid first class, on 9 April 2021 to the following 

parties: 

California Public Utilities Commission 
300 Capitol Mall 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

California Public Utilities Commission 
506 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

National Park Service - Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Division 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Chief of Forest Service 
Forest Service- USDA 
1400 Independence A venue SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-1111 

SDDC-TEA-Railroads for National Defense Program 
1 Soldier Way, Bldg 1900W 
Scott Air Force Base, Illinois 62225 
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Ukiah DailV J1uma1 
617 S. State St 
Ukiah, California 95482 
(707) 468-3500
sfullbright@ukiahdj.com

3836334 

NORTH COAST RAILROAD AUTHORITY 
419 TALMAGE ROAD, SUITE M 
UKIAH, CA 95482

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 

(2015.5 C.C.P.) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MENDOCINO 

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of the 
County aforesaid; I am over the age of eighteen years, and 
not a party to or interested in the above entitled matter. I 
am the principal clerk of the printer of the Ukiah Daily 
Journal, a newspaper of general circulation, printed and 
published daily in the City of Ukiah, County of Mendocino 
and which newspaper has been adjudged a newspaper of 
general circulation by the Superior Court of the County of 
Mendocino, State of California, under the date of 
September 22, 1952, Case Number 9267; that the notice, 
of which the annexed is a printed copy (set in type not 
smaller than non-pareil), has been published in each 
regular and entire issue of said newspaper and not in any 
supplement thereof on the following dates, to wit: 

04/21/2021 

I certify (or declare) under the penalty of perjury that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated at Ukiah, California, 
April 22th, 2021 

Sue Fullbright, LEGAL CLERK 
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Legal No. 0006569624 

S072-21 4-21/21
North Coast Railroad Authority 
oives notice that on or about 
May 14, 2021, it intends to 1ile 
with the Surface Transportation 
Board, Washington,. DC. a notice 
of exemption under 49 CFA 1152 
Subpart F - Exempt 
Abandonrnents, perrnitting the 
ah.,mdonment of an approxi­
mately 175.84 mile line of rail­
road between railroad milep01it 
J.3-9.5 near Commercial Street in 
Willits., which traverses through 
United States. Postal Service ZIP 
Codes 95429, 95595, 95454, 95542, 
95560, 95559, 95553, 95571, 95569, 
95565. 95562, 95540, 95551, 95537. 
95564, 95524, 955Zl, 95519, 95525, 
9552:1. 95524, 95501; 95503, 95526. 
95514. 95511. and 95490. and rail� 
road milepost 267.72 near Car­
lotta, milepost 300.50 near Sa· 
moa. and milepost 301.8 near 
Korbel, inclusive of Eureka at 
milepost 2s,u and Korblex at 
milepost 295.57, in Mendocino. 
Trinit�, ancl Humboldt counties, 
Californfa_ The proceeding will

be doc.keted as No. AB 1305X. 
North coast .Railroad AL1thor.ity 
inte,1ds to "raiibank'' the line of 
railroad for interim trail use and, 
future rail reactivation: pursuant 
to 11'> u.s.c_ J ia"r(d) as part of the 
proceeding. 

The aoard·s Office of F._nviron­
mcntal Analysis (OEA} w"ill gen­
erally prepare an Environmental 
Assessment <£A), which will nor­
mally be available 25 days after 
the tiling of the notice of ex.emp­
tion. Comments on environme,n­
tal and energy matters should 
be fil:ed no .later than 15 days af­
te·r the EA becomes available to 
the public and will be &ddressed 
in a Board decision. tnterested 
persons may obtain a copy of 
the E:A or make inqulries regard· 
ing; «mvironmental matters by 
writing to the Office of Environ­
mental Anatysis (OE'.A), Surface 
Transportation Board, Washing­
ton. DC 20423 or by calling that 
office at 202.::MS·0238_ 

Appropriate offers of finar,cial 
assistance to continue rail serv­
ice can be filed wfth the Board. 
Requests for environmental con­
ditions, public use conditions, or 
rail ban.king/trails use also can 
be fiied with the Board. An orig­
inal andi 10 cooies of any pleM­
ing tilat raises matters other 
than env.ironmental issues (sueh 
as trails use, 1lublic use, and of­
fers of financial assistance} 
must be tiled directly with the 
Board's office of Proceedings, 
Washington, oc 20423 [See 49 
CFR 1104.l(a} and 1104.J(a}J, and 
one cop,· most be served on up­
plic.:,nrs representative [See -10 
CFR ll04.12(a)1. Starting Tues­
day, March 17, 20201 the Board 





























 

 

Exhibit E 

Combined ER/HR 

(on file under Environmental Comments 

for AB 1305X since March 9, 2021) 
 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 

 

Exhibit E 

Combined ER/HR 

(on file under Environmental Comments 

for AB 1305X since March 9, 2021) 

 

 

Addendum 

Comments Rec’d as of 5/13/2021 

 

Humboldt County 

Rails to Trails Conservancy 

Friends of the Eel River 
 




















