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Re: Gulf Coast Passenger Rail Service/STB Finance Docket No. 36496

Dear Ms. Davis:

The City of Moss Point fully supports launching passenger rail service between Mobile and New Orleans and
requests an expeditious and fair hearing by the Surface Transportation Board of Amtrak’s petition to start
service in January 2022.

Since 2005, Mississippi residents have worked to recover from Hurricane Katrina, one of the strongest storms
on record. This storm devastated the entire Gulf Coast region and impaired local rail infrastructure, resulting
in a halt to passenger rail service. Since then, all other forms of transportation have returned to the Gulf
Coast, except for passenger rail. More recently, Hurricane Zeta caused further damage to our coastal cities
which further compounded the negative economic impacts from the COVID-19 pandemic. Our local
economies are in dire need of the economic energy that passenger rail could bring by attracting tourists and
business travelers.

Our Mississippi residents have supported the work of local, state, and federal officials to see passenger rail
service restored to the Mississippi Gulf Coast.

e The Trent Lott Center for Economic Development at the University of Southern Mississippi
(USM) completed a study in 2018 an economic impact study on passenger rail that found this
economic development opportunity could provide a 15:1 return on investment for the
Mississippi Gulf Coast and will have positive benefits for Jackson County, Mississippi.

e Passenger rail will provide a regional connection to our Gulf Coast assets such as the new
aquarium and other places of interest.



http://www.cityofmosspoint.org/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5302778ee4b07a6f640874ef/t/5b213c3b88251b936fa6f498/1528904765428/Gulf+Coast+Passenger+Rail+Service+Economic+Impact+Report+Rev+2.pdf

For Mississippi, restoring passenger rail service is a symbol of the huge strides our state has made to recover
from Katrina. Reconnecting the Gulf Coast to our nation’s passenger rail network can also help revive the
coastal economy as it emerges from the pandemic — attracting tourists, facilitating business travel, providing a
safe alternative to highway travel, and improving the overall quality of life in Mississippi.

Passenger rail is an essential and permanent part of our national transportation network. Amtrak has the
right to access the necessary freight rail infrastructure, and Mississippi residents deserve to benefit from
passenger rail service. Amtrak is prepared to begin operating two daily trains on the Gulf Coast route
beginning in 2022. | hope STB will look favorably on Amtrak’s request.

Sincerely,

(EFRNNN

Robert H. Byrd, Jr., Mayor

cc: Service List for Finance Docket No. 36496

The Spirit to restore, rebuild, and breathe new life into the community so that we will reach our full potential.





