
RiCHARDSON 

April 12, 2021 

The Honorable Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: Finance Docket No. 36500 - Reply to Objections to KCS Waiver 

I am Vice-President, Transportation for Richardson International Limited ("Richardson"), 
Canada's leading agribusiness. Richardson has previously submitted a letter to the Surface 
Transportation Board supporting the proposed CP-KCS transaction, a copy of which is attached 
herewith. 

It is my understanding that objections by various parties have been raised with respect to the 
application of the pre-2001 merger rules to the CP-KCS transaction resulting from the 2001 
waiver issued for transactions involving KCS. Richardson is of the opinion that the waiver 
should not be revoked in the review of the proposed transaction, particularly since the pre-2001 
rules provide the Board and all interested parties with the tools and remedies required to 
adequately review the proposed transaction. Furthermore, the unique nature of the proposed 
transaction significantly alleviates the risk of rail service disruptions and/or public interest 
concerns - which were the motivation for adopting the new rules in 2001. Reviewing the 
proposed transaction using the pre-2001 rules will, in our opinion, offer the right balance of 
thorough review without undue delay. 

The unique nature of the parties, combined with the obvious resulting synergies, limits the 
scope of issues that would otherwise arise from the merger of Class 1 railroads. Conversely, 
the obvious benefits that would be gained by shippers, including Richardson, as a result of the 
proposed transaction warrant the more efficient and timely review provided under the pre-2001 
merger rules. 

For these reasons, Richardson respectfully submits that the Surface Transportation Board 
maintain the KCS waiver and proceed with its review expeditiously. 

Yours truly, 

Robert Bielik, 
Vice-President, Transportation 

Email: robert.bielik@richardson.ca 
Direct Phone: 204.934.5498 
CC:   Parties of Record
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