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Good afternoon Mr. Blodgett,
The FAA’s Air Traffic Organization (ATO) is in receipt of the attached letter from Danielle Gosselin,
Acting Director,
Office of Environmental Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, regarding construction and
operation of a new rail line near Iowa Falls, in Hardin County, Iowa.

Since FAA’s ATO has jurisdiction over air traffic matters, we are curious to know if this project
involves any use of airspace that would necessitate ATO’s involvement either formally, as a
cooperating agency per NEPA’s implementing regulations at 40 CFR section 1508.5, or informally as
a consulting agency.  For example, if this project would involve the use of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles
(UAV, aka drones), the ATO would be involved in that aspect of the project in some capacity.

If there is no use of airspace envisioned or planned for this project, but you believe another FAA line
of business should be involved (i.e., Airports, due to the rail lines’ proximity to an airport) please let
us know.

Kind regards,
Paula Miller

Paula M. Miller, JD, EPS
ATO, MSS, AJV-P21 Regs & Policy Group
800 Independence Ave., SW, Rm 422
Washington, DC  20591
PH: 202-267-7378
FX: 202-267-5809
Email: paula.miller@faa.gov

This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information that is part of the agency deliberative process
and not subject to disclosure outside the agency or to the public.  Information as message text or embedded within an
attachment may be part of the agency's deliberative process.  If you have received this communication in error, please advise
the sender by reply email and immediately delete the message and any attachments without copying or disclosing the
contents.  Do not redistribute, forward, or otherwise transmit this information without prior approval of the author.  Thank
you.

From: Helvey, Michael (FAA) <michael.helvey@faa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2021 2:04 PM
To: Miller, Paula (FAA) <Paula.Miller@faa.gov>
Subject: FW: Surface Transportation Board, Preliminary Environmental Consultation – Iowa Falls
Railroad, Hardin County, Iowa

EI-30051

mailto:Paula.Miller@faa.gov
mailto:Kenneth.Blodgett@stb.gov
mailto:michael.helvey@faa.gov
mailto:mark.e.gauch@faa.gov
mailto:natking.estevez@faa.gov
mailto:paula.miller@faa.gov

wisin
O

Let's CONNECT






  


 
 


 
 


SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD  
Washington, DC 20423 


 


 


Office of Environmental Analysis 


February 15, 2021 


 


Mr. Joe Miniace 


Central Regional Office 


Federal Aviation Administration 


901 Locust Street 


     


Kansas City, MO 64106 


 


RE: Docket No. FD 36439, Iowa Falls Railroad — in Hardin County, Iowa: 


Preliminary Environmental Consultation 


 


Dear Mr. Miniace: 


On February 1, 2021, Flint Hill Resources (FHR) filed a petition with the Surface 


Transportation Board (the Board) seeking authority to construct and operate a new rail line 


near Iowa Falls, in Hardin County, Iowa (the Proposed Project).  The Board is an independent 


federal agency that has jurisdiction over the construction and operation of new rail lines.  As 


part of its licensing process, the Board is conducting an environmental review of the 


Proposed Project under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. §§ 


4331-4335, and related environmental laws and regulations.  The purpose of this letter is to 


advise you of the Proposed Project and request information from your agency on the 


resources under your jurisdiction that could be affected. 


Project Background 


The Proposed Project would include construction of approximately 2.3 miles of new 


rail line and would provide a competitive rail connection between FHR’s Iowa Falls Ethanol 


Facility (the Facility) and an existing rail line owned and operated by the Canadian National 


Railway Company.  The Facility is currently served by a rail line owned and operated by the 


Union Pacific Railway Company (UP).  The existing UP connection would be retained and 


continue to provide rail service for the facility.  The purpose of the new rail connection would 


be to create an additional rail transportation option for the Facility.  FHR believes that this 


additional rail connection would enable the Facility to obtain improved and competitive rail 


service, leading to improved turnaround times, reduced transportation costs, improved facility 


operations, as well as provide operational flexibility to accommodate the Facility’s changing 


rail service needs while also improving interchange with the rail carriers.  The attached map 


shows FHR’s preferred alignment in relation to the area served. 


Environmental Review Process  


Pursuant to NEPA and the Board's environmental rules, the Board's Office of 


Environmental Analysis (OEA) will prepare an environmental document that will evaluate 


the potential environmental impacts of the Proposed Project and the reasonable and feasible 
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alternatives to the proposal.  An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be required if 


OEA determines that the proposed project would have significant environmental impacts.  If 


the proposed project appears unlikely to have significant environmental impacts, then an 


Environmental Assessment (EA) may be prepared instead.  OEA is beginning the process of 


gathering information about project-related issues and concerns.  Information collected will 


assist OEA in preparing the appropriate NEPA document. 


Request for Comments 


The Proposed Project would generally be located on or adjacent to existing rail 


infrastructure and would extend through a sparely populated agricultural area.  As noted above, 


OEA is requesting preliminary comments from agencies and organizations that may have 


specific knowledge of potential environmental issues and impacts that may be associated with 


the Proposed Project.  Issues and resource areas that may be impacted include, but are not 


limited to, the following: 


• Safety 


• Local land use 


• Existing transportation 


systems 


• Air emissions and ambient 


air quality 


• Energy use 


• Water quality and wetlands 


• Ambient noise levels 


• Historic sites, 


archaeological sites, and 


cultural resources 


• Socioeconomics 


(population, employment, 


and development) 


• Wildlife, vegetation, and 


fisheries 


• Soils and geology 


Any information on additional issues or concerns that you consider appropriate would 


also be appreciated.  We would appreciate your response by March 19, 2021 so that we may 


move forward expeditiously with the environmental review process.  Please submit comments 


and responses electronically through the Board’s website at https://prod.stb.gov.  Brief 


comments can be typed in the comment field provided, and lengthier comments can be attached 


as a separate file. 


 


If you have any questions concerning agency consultation, the Board’s 


environmental review process, or the Proposed Project, please do not hesitate to contact 


Kenneth Blodgett of my staff at (202) 245-0305 or by email at kenneth.blodgett@stb.gov.  


We appreciate your assistance and look forward to your participation in the Board’s 


environmental review process for this project. 


 


Sincerely, 


 
Danielle Gosselin 


Acting Director 


Office of Environmental Analysis



https://prod.stb.gov/
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Paula,
Here you go! 
 
Thanks,
Mike
 
 

From: 9-AJO-AWA-OEGroup (FAA) <OEGroup@faa.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2021 10:39 AM
To: Helvey, Michael (FAA) <michael.helvey@faa.gov>
Subject: FW: Surface Transportation Board, Preliminary Environmental Consultation – Iowa Falls
Railroad, Hardin County, Iowa
 
Hi, Mike,
 
I am unsure how to direct this email. They are requesting for comments from what I read  from the
attached letter, but I did see any key words that I would usually see such as near an Airport, height,
or any mention of aerial. They mention Environment review, would this go to another group?
 
Thank you,
 
The Obstruction Evaluation (OE) Group
Federal Aviation Administration
OEGroup@faa.gov
 

From: Johnson, Kevyn K <kkjohnson@burnsmcd.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 1:38 PM
To: 9-AJO-AWA-OEGroup (FAA) <OEGroup@faa.gov>
Cc: Thornhill, Steve <sthornh@burnsmcd.com>
Subject: Surface Transportation Board, Preliminary Environmental Consultation – Iowa Falls Railroad,
Hardin County, Iowa
 
The Federal Surface Transportation Board is initiating Environmental Consultation as part of its
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review of a proposed new rail line in Hardin County, Iowa.
The attached consultation letter and project area map provide more details on the Project and how
to provide your comments. If you have questions on this Project, contact information is provided in
the attached letter or you may reply to this email.
 
If you would like a hard copy of the attachments or other information on the Project, please let me
know.
 
Thank you for your assistance.
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Kevyn K. Johnson \  Burns & McDonnell
Assistant Environmental Scientist \ Environmental Services
O 816-652-2582  \  M 918-706-5255
kkjohnson@burnsmcd.com  \  burnsmcd.com
9450 Ward Parkway  \  Kansas City, MO 64114
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