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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
 

DECISION 
 

Docket No. FD 36400 
 

CHESTER COUNTY, PA.—PETITION FOR DECLARATORY ORDER 
 

Digest:1  Before taking further action on a petition for declaratory order filed by 
Chester County, Pa., the Board requests comment from the County on documents 
the agency has obtained from the National Archives and Records Administration. 

 
Decided:  January 28, 2021 

 
 By petition filed on May 20, 2020, Chester County, Pa. (the County), seeks a declaratory 
order that a railroad right-of-way in Warwick Township, Pa., and West Nantmeal Township, Pa., 
that was formerly owned by The Wilmington and Northern Railroad Company (Wilmington & 
Northern) has not been abandoned and that the Board retains jurisdiction over the right-of-way.  
(Pet. 3-4.)  The County states that it acquired the right-of-way from the Friends of St. Peters 
Village and Trailway in 20142 and now wishes to place a recreational trail along it.  (Id. at 2-3.)  
 
 In support of its request, the County submits a 1970 order from the Board’s predecessor, 
the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC), permitting Wilmington & Northern to abandon and 
the Reading Company3 to “abandon operations” over a portion of the French Creek Branch and 
the Falls Extension Branch.  See Wilmington & N. R.R.—Aban. in Chester Cnty., Pa., FD 26327 
(ICC served Nov. 10, 1970).4  The order required that the authority be exercised within one year 

 
1  The digest constitutes no part of the decision of the Board but has been prepared for the 

convenience of the reader.  It may not be cited to or relied upon as precedent.  See Pol’y 
Statement on Plain Language Digs. in Decisions, EP 696 (STB served Sept. 2, 2010). 

2  The deed describes the right-of-way as “[beginning] at a point in the centerline of said 
French Creek Branch at Engineering Station 34+71, more or less, thence extending along said 
right-of-way 27,601.2 lineal feet, more or less, to Engineering Station 310+72.2, more or less, to 
the place of ending.”  (Pet., Ex. A at 2.) 

3  It appears that Wilmington & Northern and the Reading Company were related entities.  
See, e.g., RailAmerica, Inc. & Del. Valley Ry., Pet. to Set Subsidy Terms Under 49 U.S.C. 
744(c) and 49 CFR Part 1155, FD 33285, slip op. at 1 (STB served June 24, 1998). 

4  Specifically, the 1970 order concerned: “(1) that portion of the French Creek Branch 
which extends in a general easterly direction from engineering station 140 + 68 to the end of the 
Branch at engineering station 310 + 63.2, a distance of 3.22 miles, and (2) the Falls Extension 
Branch which extends in a general southerly direction from engineering station 0 + 00 
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and that the ICC be notified by submission of a journal entry within 60 days after exercise of the 
abandonment authority.  Id. at 2.  The County also submits a document it obtained from the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), which appears to be an undated journal 
entry.  (Pet. 3, Ex. C.)  The County argues that, because that document is not dated, “it cannot be 
determined with certainty whether the abandonment authorization . . . was timely exercised.”  
(Pet. 3.)  The County therefore “requests that the Board determine that the line was not legally 
abandoned because there was no indication that [Wilmington & Northern] timely filed its journal 
entry with the ICC.”  (Id.) 
  
 In a decision served on August 14, 2020, the Board directed the County to file any 
additional information or documentation it has concerning the status and history of the right-of-
way since 1970 and to explain, to the best of its ability, the discrepancy in the descriptions of the 
length of the French Creek Branch noted above.  See supra note 3.  That decision also noted that 
the Board intended to examine records in Docket No. FD 26327 held at NARA’s Maryland 
facility. 
 
 On September 21, 2020, the County filed its explanation for the discrepancy in the 
descriptions of the French Creek Branch but did not provide any additional information 
concerning the right-of-way.  The National Association of Reversionary Property Owners also 
filed a comment on September 25, 2020.   
 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 
 

Under 5 U.S.C. § 554(e) and 49 U.S.C. § 1321, the Board may issue a declaratory order 
to terminate a controversy or remove uncertainty.  The Board has broad discretion in determining 
whether to issue a declaratory order.  See Bos. & Me. Corp. v. Town of Ayer, 330 F.3d 12, 
14 n.2 (1st Cir. 2003); Delegation of Auth.—Declaratory Order Proc., 5 I.C.C.2d 675, 675 
(1989).  For the reasons discussed below, before deciding the merits of the petition, the Board 
will allow an opportunity for comment on certain documents appended to this decision. 
  

As noted above, on November 10, 1970, the ICC authorized Wilmington & Northern to 
abandon and the Reading Company “to abandon operations” over a portion of the French Creek 
Branch and the Falls Extension Branch in Docket No. FD 26327.  See Wilmington & N. R.R., 
FD 26327, slip op. at 1.  That decision required that the authority be exercised within one year—
that is, by November 10, 1971—and that a journal entry be submitted to the ICC within 60 days 
after exercising the authority.  Id. at 2. 
 

The Board has received from NARA the file for Docket No. FD 26327, totaling 63 pages.  
The third page of the file is a letter from the ICC’s Director of the Bureau of Accounts to the 

 
(beginning point of said Branch being the point of switch at engineering station 304 + 79 in the 
French Creek Branch) to the end of the Branch at engineering station 15 + 67, a distance of 
0.29 miles, in Chester County, Pennsylvania.”  Wilmington & N. R.R., FD 26327, slip op. at 1.  
In its petition, the County did not explain the apparent discrepancy in the length of the French 
Creek Branch as described in the 1970 order (3.22 miles) and the deed for the County’s 
2014 acquisition (approximately 5.2 miles).   
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Reading Company, responding to correspondence from the Reading Company regarding rail line 
retirements authorized in 11 dockets, one of which is Docket No. FD 26327.5  The fourth page of 
the file is the journal entry for the Reading Company in Docket No. FD 26327.6 

 
In its letter, the ICC’s Director of the Bureau of Accounts responded to letters from the 

Reading Company dated December 23 and 28, 1970, and January 15, 1971.  The letters from the 
Reading Company are described as “submitting accounting” for rail line retirements in the 
referenced dockets, including Docket No. FD 26327, and the ICC was responding to note that the 
accounts were, with one exception, satisfactory.  This letter from the ICC shows that the Reading 
Company submitted a journal entry including the accounting information for Docket No. 
FD 26327 prior to November 10, 1971—suggesting that the abandonment authority was 
exercised within the one-year period provided by the ICC.  See Black Hills Transp., FD 34924, 
slip op. at 5 (letter from ICC to carrier referencing carrier’s earlier letter dated within one year of 
ICC’s abandonment authorization along with journal entry “conclusive evidence” that carrier 
exercised abandonment authority). 

 
Prior to deciding the merits of the petition, the Board will allow an opportunity for the 

County to comment on the documents obtained from NARA, which are appended to this 
decision.  Comments are due by February 18, 2021. 

 
 It is ordered: 
 
 1.  Comments on the information contained in this decision are due by February 18, 2021. 
 
 2.  This decision is effective on its service date. 
 
 By the Board, Board Members Begeman, Fuchs, Oberman, Primus, and Schultz. 
  

 
5  In this context, “retirement” means consummation of abandonment authority.  See 

Black Hills Transp.—Modified Rail Certificate, FD 34924, slip op. at 5 (STB served Jan 27, 
2010). 

6  The County provided this journal entry as Exhibit C of its petition; it did not include 
the letter from the ICC to the Reading Company. 
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t itle: FINANCE DOCKET NO. 26327, READING COMPANY and THE WILMINGTON AND NORTHERN 

RAILROAD COMPANY - - ABANDONMENT -- CHESTER COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA. 
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READING.COMPANY 

Journal Entry · Month --------
.. - -- _ . ..:-• - --- ·----- _,. ___________________ -- --·--.: ... ~. -------·- . __ ·.,_ ... _. ___ .. 

r 
··570 - Extraord·i~ary Items 

Ret irem.ent -L• Consideration 
· (To be sold n as is where is") 

701 ,.. Cash ·· . 

. · $ 46,721.91 
13,300.00 

9onsideration (Sold 11 as is wh~re is"). 

737 - MiscellaneO):'S Physicai Property 
Land Cost 

785 - Accrued Depreciation 
Retirement .,s Salvage 

731 - Road and Equipment Pro...E_~rty 

9,195.32 

• Cost of Property to be Retired 
Depreciable Non-Depr-~iable 

R&E 1 $ 212.06 $ . 929.48 
2 409.28 
3 1,709.00 5,295-37 

_. ~ 6_,778.96 

9. 
10 
11 
12 
l3 
39 

.....a. 76 419.21 
-...._, · 77 76.09 

$ 9,195.32 

9,979-31 
11,463.51 

7,884.41 
1,703~34 
7,000.17 

89.52 
207.52 

1,836.05 
I 

333.23 
47 ,13Ll9 

$ 33,421.9i 

.13,300.00 

409.28 

9,195-32 

, To record proposed accounting in connecti~n with. the abandonL1ent 
of the French Creek Branch and the Falls Extension Branch. Authority granted 
by the Interstate Co!lli~~rce Commission in a reuort and certificate of Public 
Convenience da~ed November 11, 1970. Finan~e-Docket No. 26327. 

-- ------ ------------- ----------

Ccr.rcct--------­
GENERA L BOOKKEEPER 

Title--
.. - . 

-·---··•-. . . 

$56,326.51 
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
P. □. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA. 17120 

November 17, 1970 
IN REPLY PLEASE 

REFEFt TC DUA FILE 

F.D. 26327 

Wilmington & Northern Railroad Company And Lessee Reading 
Company Abandonment in Chester County, PA . 

Robert L. Oswald, Secretary 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
Washington, D. C. 20423 

Dear Sir: 

[17 

0 

w 
- ,!.l) _;J ,, 
:::?;; ..:;; 

.., ,:-. 
---.; ~ j 

~ 

Receipt is acknowledged of a copy of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission's order of November 4, 1970, issued 
in the above docketed proceeding. 

truly yours, 

for 



TELEPHONE 
7 □ 3-..JA 2-9619 
7 □ 3-..JA 2-BB□□ 

• 

I 
I 

GEORGE F". LYNCH 
PRACTITIONER BEFORE THE INTERSTATE COMMERCE CCMMISSl □ N 

November 5, 1970 

4625 SECOND ROAD, NORTH 

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22203 

Mr. Robert L. Oswald, Acting Secretary 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
Washington, D. C. 20423 

Dear Mr. Oswald: 

Re: Finance Docket No. 26327, 
Reading Company and 
Wilmington and Northern 
Railroad Company -
Abandonment - Chester 
County, Pa. 

Will you please place my name on the service 

list in the above entitled proceeding to receive copies of 

all notices, reports and orders issued therein. 

Sincerely, 

~fckrJJ 
George F. Lynch 

_,, ~I\JTERSTATE 
, ~OMMEf-lCE COMM5SSIOM 

) 

RECEiVED 



--

Mr. Joel .E. Mazor, · Esquirie 
Reading Company 
415 Read!ng Terminal 
Philadelphia, PA . 19107 

Dear .Mr. Mazor: 

li'JLE ri.r nOcKET 7: 
' ' .. . ~ 

ii. 

September 18, - 1970 
• • \. I' .,. , 

} • • '1 ., • .\ 

· In Rei:,ly 'Refer. To: ~-­
Fina.po(? ·o.eeket · No·; -
26327-·.' ~ ·:j 

' .-·. 1: • • . . •. t! ,. • 

This. refers to the application of ·the Rea~Ung Company" 
and The Wilmington and Northern'.•·Railroad ·company ·1n the : 
above-numbered . proceeding for per.mission to abandon. a line 
of railroad, as des.cribed .in the enclosed {orrn 0f notice. 

.. ~ . . . . . 

lt is req~ested t ·ha.t t he notice .t>e e'xamined iand,: ii'' 
it correctly describes· the transac_ti(m ·propos~d; it ·shou,1d · 
be published and 'p!)sted as required in se-ction ·42 .5 'of t he · 
Commission's order · of November 27-, 1941. If 1t -ao~s'_ .not ' 
describe , the transaction correctly , piease ad:vise··. · ' . . . ' 

. , . 

ENCLOSURE 

Sincer'ely you-rs: ~·· . 
·' . 

. , 
. ' 

RICHARD ·BLOCK, . JR • 
Deputy Dir~ctor ­
.Sect ion of ·Finance 
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RE:;ADING 
LAW DEPARTMENT 

READING TERMINAL, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 191.07' 
( 

1..0CKWoeo W. FQGG, JR. Al;..FR!,:D W,, HESSE, .J 'R. JOEi:. E. l'y1AZOR,, 

ALLEN LESLElf tN1 "J, . ( . ,1 C:\Oi' VICE PRES I CENT ANO GENERAL COUNSEL 

JAME~ E. F~MMER(2_£, C~,fi,V .,),;.J ', 

•, B. DA~;s 'Sl,G'M~N ,., 

GENER•~ ATTORNEYS R1:,.C£! • ED 

SEP 22 1970 ' Septemb~r 18, 

French Greek l3ranch o . 
The Wilming,ton ard Northern R!li 

Finance Dook!e.t No. 2634 

Railway. Labor Executives' 
Railway Labor Buiiding 
400 1st street, N • . w • .., 
Washington, o. c. 200.01, 

Gentlemen: ;.. :;-1:. > . ~~ 

A8Sl8TANT 'oeNERALt A'Jil ORNEV8° , 

We are in receipt of a\ copy of youil: ·letter 
of September 10, 1970,, addressed to the Interstat:e . ~ 
Cofilinerce Cornmissio~ concerning the captioned . abandon­
ment application. · 

, \ 

We enclose a copy of the applioat!Lpn and.· 
direct your attention to paragraph (k), indicat°ing· 
applicant's consent to conditions . for p:rotect_iori of 
employees should th.e applicatio)1 be granted. 

Enc. 
JEM/n 

~cct 
~ · .... Robert L. 

very truly your.a, 

,·. 
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r( E , ; :; F. r1 S & ~ E"R-i ! CE . 

SEP a. 4 a 7 fM 19,i ~:t~ 1:1 ~~ 
· :f,l:_NAN:C~ DO~ NO• ~·~iLa] 

._. RECE !'V"!EB . 
· . PI/~ASE ADVISE. OF . .!UiL NOTiCFB.i · RE.PORTS -ANP QRDERS ISS_UED· 

IN- ':ffiIS PROCElIDING: 

Mr . . l{~pence N. Stevens 
Ac-ting_ Direc~.or 
Uni~etj States Department 

oft.he Interior 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 
Washington, D. C • . 20240 

I 

!/ 
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READING COMPANY 

LAW DEPARTMENT 

READING TERMINAL, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 19107 FILED 
LOCKWOOD W. FOGG, JR 

J AMES E. FRICK 

ALFRED W. HESSE, JR, 
VICE PRESIDENT ANO GENERAL COUNSEL 

JOEL E. MAZOR 

SEP 1 s 7 o i9'M}.1GMAN 

• 

• 

• 

GENERAL ATTORNEYS 

JOSEP H M. O'MALLEY 

September 15, 1970 
File: G-13285 

I NTERSi"All:°ENERAL ATTORNEYS 

COMMERCE cor::r1r: ISS!ON 

Application of Reading Company and The Wilmington and 
Northern Railroad Company for a certificate of public 
convenience and necessity authorizing the abandonment 
of a portion of the French Creek Branch and the Falls 
Extension Branch in Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Finance Docket No. 26327 L:~~~~-~~~~C~~-~~: __ I 
- .... , 
at: Rober~ L. Oswald, Secretary 
~ rnters± ate Commerce Commission 

-=Washi~? ton, D. c. 2042~ . () . 

- near $fr: &7J,bd t1 _x;}_.#,_,,,ue,u 

~ In accordance with the requirements of your 
~~Commission, I hereby certify that I today served by 

first class mail a conformed copy of the Application 
and the Return to Questionnaire filed in the above 
entitled proceeding on the Governor of Pennsylvania 
and t h e Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, advising 
them that if they desire to - be heard in this matter they 
s hould a d vise your Commission within twenty days of their 
interest in the proce eding. 

Very truly yours, ,..... 

/ 

~ 4. ~ / 
I 

I E. Mazor 
I 
\ 

J EM :bw \ 

/ _ I 



READING 
LAW DEPAHTMENT 

READING TE;RMINAL, PHILADELPHIA, PA, 19107 

LOCKWOOD W. FOGG, JR, 

ALLEN LE:SLEY 

ALFREb W. HES'SE,•JR, • 
VICE PRESIDENll" AND GENERAL COUNSEL 

JOEL. E. MAZ0R 

B . DAVID SIGM'AN 

JAMES E. FRICK 

• 

• 

•· 

GENERAL ATTORNEYS 

September 15, 1970 • 

Re: Finance Docket No. 26327 
French Creek Branch of 

The Wilmington and Northern .Railroad 

Congress of Railway Unions 
Room 800, Railway Labor 
400 1st Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. c . 20001 

Gentlemen: 
( 1 

We are in receipt of· a · copy of your ·,letter . 
of September 10, 1970, addressed to the Interstate 
Commerce Commission concerning the captione·d aban­
-donment application • 

We enclose a copy of the applicatio1:1 :and 
dire ct yo\n· attention ,to parag,raph · (k) , indicating 
applicant's consent to conditions for pro'teotion · of 
employees should the applicatj.ori, pe granted.· 

Enc. 
JEM/ n 

co: . 

Very truly 

~Robert L. Oswald, Secretary 
~ Interstat e Commerce Commissiol} 

Washi ngton , D. c . 20423 



' 

. t 
coNGREss OF RA1LwAi:uN10NS 

~ j .,__ - r I I , .....J t:t,_ 

- - 7 --,--,-.., ,-,-- _[ 
ROOM 800, R'\ILWAY LABOR1BU1LDI~G. 1400 1st S11, EEifl' N.W~ • ~Asi-Ii.lrfrnifo'N,tJD. cs. 20001 
~ -'-- • , 1 • 1 1 _ , I . I I_ . 1 I CO!lllJVlE~CE rr · + ~w. 1 I 
- l U D □ 0 i...:;r- Lr-c---= -i:: □ I I L ---,- J ' . r-r-a-

(202) 737-7616 

CHARLES LUNA, Chairman DONALD S. BEATTIE, Executive Secretary 

September 10, 1970 

Mr . Robert Oswald, Secretary 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
Washington, D. C. 20423 

Dear Mr. Oswald: 

Please refer to application filed by the Reading Co. and 
RR Co. for authority to abandon portions of French Creek 
Branch in Chester County, Pa., identified by the I . C.C . 
No. 26327. 

sE.P 11 lffll 
. . - , .. ". · ·: ," ~,ERVlCEi i 

!.:• : - I f ,,, t ·~ .,).l. ~ l ./' '"··'-~:1A1L BRANO· 

[Fl1~!1,_!l_§ 
Wilmington & Nort hern 
and Falls Extension 

as Finance · Docket 

Upon investigation we find the the application, if granted, may wel l have 
an adverse effect on the employees of the applicant as well as employees of 
other railroad carriers affected. Therefore, the Congress of Railway Unions, 
composed of 6 of the standard railway labor organizations, representing practical l y 
all of the several classes of employees, enters its protest i n opposit ion 
to approval of this application and 'prays that the application will be denied, 
and respectfully requests notice of hearings which may subsequently be arranged. 

Should the Commission determine to approve the pending application with out holding 
an oral hearing, it is understood that the Commission will impose the so-call ed 
"Burlington" conditions for the protection of employees. If for some reason t he 
Commission considers that the imposition of protective conditions is unnecessary 
in this case or that another formula of conditions shou ld be imposed, we request 
the right to be heard before such action is taken. 

cc: Mr. Joel E. 
415 Reading 
Phila . , Pa. 

Mazor 
Term 

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS 

:::0 
f'Tl 

c;,n 
r ri 
7l 

:c~ r. , 
:,....,:, ~n 
< 

Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employes • Brotherhood of Railway, Airline and Steamship Clerks, Freight Handlers 
Express and Station Employes • Hotel & Restaurant Employees and Bartenders International Union • Seafarers' International 
Union of North America • Transport Workers Union of America • United Transportation Union 

~® 

I 

v) 
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CONGRESS OF 
1P I 

RAILWAXP 

CHARLES LUNA, Chairman 

Septem::,er 10, 1970 

TO ALL CHIEF EXECUTIVES 
Congress of Railway Unions 

Dear Sirs and Brothers : 

DONALD S. BEATTIE, Executive Secretary HAROLD CROTTY, Vice Chairman 

• We quote below details in connection with an application filed with the I.C.C. by 
the Reading Co. and Wilmington & Northern RR Co., identified as Finance Docket 
No. 26327: 

I 

"Applied to abandon portion of French Creek Branch and E'c:ills Extens ion Branch 
in Chester County, Pa., French Creek portion extending easterly direction 
from engine~r stat ion 140- 68 to end of branch at enginee r station 310-63.2 
a distance of 3.22 miles, all in Warwick Township, Chester County, Pa., and 
2 applicants' Falls Extension Branch which extends in a general southerly 
direction from engineer station 0-00 (beginnine point of said branch being 
point of switch at engineer station 304-79 in t he French Creek Branch) to 
end of branch at e ngineer station 15-67, a distance of 0.29 miles, all in 
Warwick Township, Chester County, Pa. Reason: Appliu.mts desire to abandon 
both lines of RR because of extensive repairs needed to rr..ake the line operable 
and considerabl e r ehabilitation is needed to enable applicant to use the line 
for the t ype of existing traffic. Such expense, in view of t he declining 
amount of traffic on the lines resulting in declining revenues, makes the lines 
a burden on interstate commerce. Return to questionnaire fi l ed but adds very 
little except to state that the estimated salvage valu e of both lines is 
$61,000,000. The estimated cost of removing the lines is $18,500 . Salvage 
values are based on current scrap prices. Abandonment wou l d relieve Reading 
Co. of the burden of r ehabilitation and maintaining the lines and 6 grade 
crossings. 

We would appreciate learning as promptly as possible to what extent any of t he 
organizations are interested in this matter . If it develops thit your organization 
has an interest in this proce eding, woul d you be agreeable that we make an effort 
to secure a stipulation or agreement from the applicant, f or f iling with t he I.C.C., 
providing for the imposition of the Burlington conditions for protection of 
employees who may be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment ? 

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS 

Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employes • Brotherhood of Railway, Airline and Steamship Clerks, Freight Handlers 
Express and Station Employes • Hotel & Restaurant Employees and Bartenders International Union • Seafarers' International 
Union of North America • Transport Workers Union of America • United Transportation Union 

~® 



,... 
I 

/ . .. 

I 

• 
'Finance Docket No. 26327 

• 

• 

We are enc.losing two copies of this communication in order that you may transmit 
one to your representative on the property if you so desire. 

Fraternally yours) 

,;J~s~~-
Executive Secretary 

cc: Nat'l Legis. Reps . 

• 

• 
(,;, 



• READING COM.~AN Y 
L A W DEPARTMENT 

REA O ING T ERM INAL, PHI L ADELPHIA, PA. 191 0 7 

FILED '1970 
L OC KWOOD W. FOGG, J R. 

A L L E N L ES LEY 

ALFRED W. HESSE, JR. 
V ICE PRESIDENT ANO GENERA L C O UNSEL 

J OEL E. MAZOR 

1 NTERST A TE. ~u 1s t I t>mfi &sralit~~ lO N 
J A M ES E. FRICK 

GENERAL ATTORNEYS 

• 

• 

September 1 , 1 970 
File: G-1 3285 

I n re: 

ASSISTANT GENERAL ATTORNEYS 

J O SEP H M, O ' MAL LEY 
ATTORNEY 

Appli cation of Reading Company and The Wilmi ngt on and 
Northern Railr oad Company for a. ce r tifi cate of pub lic 
convenience and necessity authorizing the a b andonment 
of a p ortion of the Fr ench Cr eek Branch and the Falls 
Extension Branch in Che s ter County, Pennsylvan i a . 

Mr~ Joseph M. Harrington, Acti na Secre t a r y 
Interstate Cowmerce Commiss ion 
Washi n g ton, D.C. 20423 

Dear Sir : 

There a r e enclosed for f iling wi th t he Com.mi ss i on 
origi na l and ten (10) c opies of applicati on of Readi ng Com­
p any and Th e Wilminqton and Nor thern Ra i l r oad Company for a 
certificate of pub lic conven ience and necessi t y autt10r i zing 
t he abandonment of a p or t i on of t h e French Creek Branch and 
t h e Falls Extension Branch in Chester County , Pennsy l vani a , 
and ten (10) copies of the Retur n to Quest i onnair e . 

Al so enclosed is Readi nq Company check in the amount 
of $200.00 coveri ng t he Cowmi ssion's fili ng fee . 

JEM:ml 
Encs •. . 

1970 

Ver y truly your s , 

Sfp ? 1970 

~- .:_. t.__1-,\ ICt; 1 
• A j 
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CERTIFICATE AND ORDER 

SERVICE DATE 
NOVEI•:BER 10, 1970 

At a Session cf the INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION, Review Board 
Number 5, held at its office in Washington, D- Co, on the 
4th day of November, 19700 

Finance Docket Noo 26327 

WILMINGTON & NORTHERN RAILROAD C0 0 AND LESSEE READING CO .. -
ABANDONM~1T IN CHESTER COUNTY, PA~ 

Upon consideration of the application filed under section 
1 ( 18) of the I!~ter·state Commerce Act, by the Reading Company and 

• The Wilmington and Northern Railroad Company, lessor., for the 
former tc abandon operatic~s and the latter to abandon (1) that 
portion of the French Creek Branch which extends in a general 
easterly direction from engineering station 140 + 68 to the end 
of the Branch at engi~eering station 310 + 63Q2, a distance of 
3322 miles, and (2) the Falls Extension Branch which extends in 
a general southerly direction from engineering station O + 00 
(beginning point of said Branch being the point of switch at 
engineering station 304 + 79 in the French Creek Branch) to the 
end of the Branch at engineering station 15 + 67:; a distance of 
0 .. 29 miles.9 in Chester· County.9 Pennsylvania, ar:d of a protest to 
said applicatio~1. filed by the Railway Labor· Executives I Associa­
tion and the Congress of Railway Unions on the ground that the 
proposed abando11ment, if permitted, would have an adverse effect 
upon the employees o~ the applicant; and · 

It a2peari~g., ~hat the interest of employees will be p~o­
tected by the imp0sition of appropriate conditions; that there 
is extremely limited demand for rail service in the area served 
by the line in the last three years; that there is no prospect 
for developir:g substantial traffic in the future; and that con--­
tinued maintenance and operation of the line would impose an 
undue and unnecessary burden upon applicant and upon interstate 
commerce; 

It is hereby certified 3 That, subject to the same conditions 
for the protection of' employees as set forth in Chicago 3 Bo & Q4' 
R. Coo Abandonment, 257 IoCoCe 700~ the present and future public 
convenience ana necessity permit the abandonment by The WilrrJ.ing­
ton and Northern Railroad Company and abandonment of operations 
thereover by Reading Company (lessee) of the line described 
above; 

It is ordered, That this certificate and order shall take 
effect and be in force from and after 35 days from the date of 
service hereof, and that tariffs applicable to the line herein 
permitted to be abandoned may be canceled upon notice to this 
Commission and to the general public by not less than 10 days• 
filing and posting in a manner presc.ribed in section 6 of the 
Interstate Commerce Act; 



(-:!O l '.: 

f.\~ I, 

F. D. No. 26327 
(H 

It is further ordered, That, when filing schedules cancel­
ing tariffs applicable to said line, the applicant shall in such 
schedule~~refer to this certificate and order by date and docket 
number; 

It iB further ordered, That, if the authority granted is 
exercised, applicant shall submit for the consideration and 
approval of the Commission, within 60 days thereof, two copies 
of the journal entries showing the retirement of the line from 
service; and 

It is further ordered, That if the authority granted in · 
this certificate and order is not exercised within one year from 

-.7 

its effective date, it shall be of no further force or effect. • 

By the Commission, Review Board Number 5. 

(SEAL) 

i~t~ 
Secretary. . 

"' 

• 
~ 

·•·\ 
- 2 -

·, J; t. ,,.._. "'•· ·.,·· 
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- F. D. NO. 2 6 32 7 

FINA.NCE DOCKET NO. 26327 

(Ir 
TM:LB 

November 10, 1970 
1 

WILMINGTON & NORTHERN RAILROAD CO. AND LESSEE READING CO. -
ABANDONI·~?-IT' IN CHEE1TER COUNTY, PA. , 

CERTIFICATE AND ORDER OF THE COMEISSION ENTERED NOVEMBER 4, 1970 

A copy of the above-entitled certificate and nrder sent to 
the f0llmJing by re.~ular mail: ( 7 ) , air mail:(--) on 
November 10, 1970 J 'rotal: ( 7 ) 

c;oVER:L:oR:: J.: ;Yr.1.1:~:E ,~o~- !\ Is~:ro:r.~r: I-'a. 

\ Donald ~: o 23ea ttie 
Hai lt·J a~.,. Labor ;.., ld :~ • Rm • 2: 0 0 
1'00 lc,·t c•.i.. ·1;r ~.: 
-," '-' :,.! V D ' • 11 • • 0 

.. ~ashin:;ton, Do 8. 20001 

.J. i. ?is her 
The Wil1riington ~ lJorth.E~rn RJi Co. 
L;,.i5 Reac1 l n::-; Tcr.1_1j_r1::1.l 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19107 

Joel E. I1Eu:~:c 
• Readin3 Cor~pany 

!.J.,1~ Re,l:'.i,1 i nr-r ,-:(··,-•n1· vi-::) 1 
I ,_/ -4 .,~u ~- ~) ,,J_ .,._ --- j_..J.1-J 

Pi1iladelphif'. 1 F·r1, & 19107 

J. Taylor ·:'.o()p 
, R~1. La ~)0r E~E: c ,_, -::; 1 VE) r: .ii.~; s n. 

!r')•l 1<-·,' .-,.,_ ·1 ·; 
'i'\. '· L.l "G U I_; 11 ' .1, • 11 ,', II 

Washington, D1 c. 20001 

Laurence l:. Stevens 
, Buxeau of Outaoor Recreation 

u. s. Dent. of ~he Interior 
Stop No. - 43 

---------i 
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· F. D. NO. 26)2? 

FINANCE DOCKET NO. 26J27 

TM•LB 

November 10, 1970 

WILMINGTON & NORTHERN RAILROAD CO. AND LESSEE BEA.DING CO. • 
ABANDONMENT IN CHESTER COUNTY, PA. 

----
CERTIFICATE AND ORDER OF THE COMMISSION ENTERED NOVEMBER 4, 1970 

----
The undersigned agent hereby ackno1nledges receipt :,f a 

copy of the above-entitled certificate and order on 
November 10, 19700 

~ 

JI!~E :,IS .. ~·.t: PAGE -.,,.~_,,_.,. .. _,__ ....... ..,. 
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PROOF OF POSTING OF NOTICE OF 
A PPLmC.A TI ON 



------

• READING cor./IPANY 

--- LAW DEPARTMENT 

READING TERMINAL, PHILADELPHIA, PA, 19107 FI LED 
L OCKWOOD W. FOGG, JR 

JAMES E. FRICK 

ALFRED W. HESSE. JR. 
VICE PRESIDENT AND GENERAL COUNSEL 0 CT -1~:f fc"-h\AZOR 

i/3. DA~ bls1GMAN 
GENERAL ATTORNEYS 

• 

JOSEPH M. O'MALLEY 

October 15, 19 70 
File: G-13285 

I NTER'3T'A"f i:.ENERAL HTORN"8 

COM!V!l:RC~ r r : ~ .. '."0 !0~! 

Application of Reading Company and The Wilmington and 
Northern Railroad Company for a certificate of public 
convenience and necessity authorizing the abandonment 
of a portion of the French Creek Branch and the Falls 
Extension Branch in Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Finance Docket No. 26327 

Mr. Richard Block, Jr. 
Deputy Director, Section of Finance 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Referring to vour letter of September 18, 1970, 
in connection with the-above entitled proceeding: 

There are enclosed proofs, in affidavit form, 
of the posting and publishing of notice of filing of 
the application. You will note that the notice was 
published in the regular issues of the DAILY REPUBLIC~.N 
in Chester County , Pennsylvania, on October 1, 7 and 12, 
1970, and was posted at the Joanna Station. 

JEM:ml 
Encs . 

Very truly yours, 

. ) 

l 
I 

J 

I 
I 

/ 

l I 
.,.,,. ... · 

/ 
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Befor,J the FILE D 
INTERS'l'ATE CO!'/i.HE RCE COM.MISS ION Q CT 19 1970 

INTERSTATE 
In re: COMMFRCE cr.: .. ;.:i~~l0rJ 

Application of Reading Company and : 
The Wilmington and Northern Railroad Com-: 
p a ny for a certificate of public conveni- : 
ence and n e cessity authori z inq the aban­
donment of a port ion of the French Creek 

. Branch and the Falls Extension Branch in 
Chester County, Pennsylvan ia . 

FINANCE DOCKET 

NO. 26327 

PROOF OF POS'I'ING OF' 1'70TICE OF APPLICATION 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA: 
ss. 

COUNTY OF Phil adelphi a 

On this 2nd day of October , 19 70 , personally 
appeared E. ~- Leisey , Jr . who , being duly S'.varn 
according to l aw , deposes and says that h e i s empl oyed by 
Reading Co11Jpany , and tha t o n the date set for t h he low h e 

. posted in plain view of the pub l ic ~ at the loc ations sta ted, 
a notice similar to that ~1ich is hereto a t tached . 

LOCJ-'.L ITY. DATE OP POS TING 

Joanna St ation 

~ 
Agent ' s Office September 30, 1970 

(.. - , 
"" North -m.de of s tati on building . 

. ..::, 
C" CtiJ_""it t@?ol e at driveway entrance to 

St at ion . 

~Tel ephone Booth at r oad crossing . 

S,-,~ r n 
1

_~ J ~ s c :r. ibed b e f o r e JTte 

tluS?i_:..:-----cra y of October , 19 70 

bl. oh'laflelphia P!'il,t!elp!?ia Co.. 
Notary P\J IC, . ' 11. 

%/ Comm:ss101i. l'.r,,,1re$ Jar.u_ary 17 • JJ!i-

September 30, 1970 

Sept ember J O, 1970 

~~~~ ,,...____.- --
0 y s 
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'11J·IE WILMING'l10H AND NOHTHl~:Hl\f HAILHOAD COMPANY AND LESSEE 

READING COMPANY hereby give notice that on the 2nd day of 

September, 1970, they filed with the Interstate Commerce 

Commission at Washlngton., D. C., an application for a certi­

ficate of public convenience and necessity permitting abandon­

ment by The Wilmington and Northern Railroad Company, and 

operations thereover by the Reading Cpmpany to (1) that 

portion of the French Creek Branch which extends in a general 

easterly direction from ·engineering station 1~0+68 to the 

end of the Branch at engineering station 310+63.2, a dis­

tance of 3.22 miles, and (2) the Fall°s Extension Branch which 

extends in a general southerly direction from engineering 

station 0~00 (beginning point of said Branch being the point 

of switch at engineering station 304+79 in the French Creek 

Branch) to the end of the Branch at engineer:l.ng station 15+67, 

a distance of.0.29 miles, all in Warwick Township, Chester 

County, Pennsylvania, Finance Docket No. 26327. The proceed­

ing will be handJ.ed without hoJ.ding hear1ngs unless proteBts 

are received indicating a need for such hearings. Any 

protests submitted should be filed wit~ the .Commission promptly 

after public notice has been given by the railroads . 

... PHE WILMINGrrO!·J AND NOffrHEHN RAILROAD COMPANY 
AND LESSEE READING COMPANY 

J·Ol~L I~. !·:J/7.0E 
t115 Rcac1inc_r 'l'e:rn1in2l 
Philc!.dclphia, Pa .. 1910'/ 

Attorney for J\pplicantf; 
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, __ _. NOTICE· 
THE WILMINGTON AND• I 

NORTHERN R~ILROAD. COM· ii' 
P ANY Al'ID LESSEE READING 
CQMP ANY hereby give, notice 

I 
that O!J the 2nd day of' September 
19'70, they filed with the Inter• 
state eommerce Commission 

d re: · INTERSTATE 
Application of Reac1inq . Co:rnp~~IVkfriR0.tt cr:-'..Tl~~! fl i'! 

The \hlrninqton and Northern Railroad Corn- FINANCE 

a.t Wa~hingtoi:i, _D.C., an . appli• • 
catjon 1for a certificate of public 
convenienc.e and necessity per-

1

• 

mitting · abandonment by The , 
Wilmington and Northern Rail-

I 
road· ·company, .ind operations 
thereover by the ·· R~ading Com­
pany to' 1) that portion of the · pany for a certificate of p ublic conveni­

ence and necessity authorizinq the aban­
donment of a portion of the French Creek 
Branch and the Falls Extension Branch in 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

NO •. 2 6 French Creek Branch which 
extends in_ 11. general easteriy 
directior{ from · engineering sta· 

I tion 140 plus 68 to the 'end of the 
~ Branch at engineering ' station 

1 , Tj ;N ) 310 plus 63.2, a distance of 3.22 
miles, and (2) the!- Falls Exten-

. -,-- sion ·Branch which extends· in a '\ 
general southerly direction from 
engineering station O plus 00 ·(be­

PROOF OF P I.:DLICl~TIOfJ OP I'1OrI1ICI! OF ,~PPLICA':L1I ~ ginning poiQt of said Branch be-

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVAN IA: 
: ss. 

COUNTY OF Chester 

On this -.c.1...c3_day of October 

ing the point of s·witch at engin­
ee1'ing station _304 plus 79 -in the 
French Creek •Branch; to the I 

end of. the 'Branch- at engineer­
ing station 15 plus 67, a ·distance 
of 0.29 miles, all in Warwick 

I Town·ship; Chester County, Penn 
sylvarua, Finance Docket No. 
26327. The ·proce~ding · wi11 be 

, 19 7C handled without holding hearirygs 
--, unless protests are received in- , 

• dicating a need for • such hear--
, Ta s e ph F . U jobai , bein g duly swo:ti ings. Any protests ·. submitted. 

------>-<-C"-<->-'-'-'-J..,__._.__,,__..____,,'--d-'..,__,,~..__________ J' should be filed with the Commis-

to la"' deposes and sa 8 that he i· 5 Ed - ·!". . sion promptly after pubils notice· 
"I - • . • Y - - ' l tOr '18D . crer 

· -
0 e:, has been.'given.by. the nµlroads . . 

of the Dai ly nepublican , in 
------"--~----------

THE WILMINGTON AND 
Che.ster •1 NORTHERN RAILROAD COM­

--------- PANY 
. .. : AND · LESSEE READING 

County, Pennsylvania, and that the clipping annexed i: CO,MPANY . . 
JOEL. E . . • MAZOR 

of a notice in the above matter published in the said 415 -Reading Terminal. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107 

in the regular issues of Octob er 1 

19 _]Q__• 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 

this 

'Notary PubTlc 
li)A.~O M, f P' ,, ;fl., 1-htary Publ c 
i:>1'tOl!Nll'-'\'." I.Z', CMl!CTt:r't C'O., PA. 

'.f.J t otnmisa\011 &,1p!re11 fan. 14, 1971 

7, and 
i ~ttorney for. Applicants 



. CJ L '.E D Beforl th 
INTERSTATE cm,frIERCEQ@11'1I_tlY3fs'rrf'1 

i1 r e: . INTERSTATE 
Application o f Reading · CompW!Y] l\flJ:-R~.E C8--:1.Tl~~10M 

The HiJ.minqton and Northern Railroad Com- FINANCE DOCIZET 
pany for a certificate of public conveni­
ence and necessity authorizing the aban­
donment of a portion of the French Creek 
Branch and the Falls Extension Branch in 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

-- COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA.: 
ss. 

COUNTY OF Chester 

On this 13 day of October 

NO. 26327 

, 19 70 , 

.. 

Joseph F. Ujobai , being duly sworn according 

to law, deposes and says that he is Editor- ~ an bge~ 

of the Dai ly hepub l i can , in -----"------"----------
:· Chester . 

County, Pennsyl vania, and that the clipping annexed is a true copy 

of a notice in the above matter published in the said publication 

in the regular issues of October 1, 7, and 1 2 

l9 ..1Q__. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 

this , 19"'\'Cl 
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C. J. CHAMBERLAIN, CHAIRMAN J, TAYLOR SOOP, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY-TREASURER 

• 

• 

• 

737-1541 

RLEA RAILWAY LABOR EXECUTIVES' ASSOCIATION 
RAILWAY LABOR BUILDING, 400 1ST STREET, N . W .. WASHINGTON, D. C, 20001 

September 10, 1970 

FILED 
SEP 15 1970 

INTERSTATE 
COMMERCE COMMISSION 

1-'- . 
r FILE IN DOCKET 
i....._itnMo."•~•""-· """"~----

- G 
~J?.lease r-efer to application filed by the Reading Company and Wilmington & Northern 
"Railroad:::Company for authority to abandon 3.51 miles of track and operation 

Ct hereov~t', located in Chester County, Pa., identified by the I.C.C. as Finance 
Docket N.6~ 26327. 

~~pon investigation we find that the application, if granted, may well have an 
cradverse effect on the employees of the applicant as well as employees of other 

railroad carriers affected. Therefore, the Railway Labor Executives• Association, 
composed of 15 of the standard railway labor organizations, representing practi­
cally all of the several classes of employees, enters its protest in opposition 
to approval of this application and prays that the application will be denied, 
and respectfully requests that the Association receive notice of hearings which 
may subsequently be arranged. 

Should the Commission determine to approve the pending application without 
holding an oral hearing, it is understood that the Commission will impose the 
so-called "Burlington" conditions for the protection of employees. If for some1 reason the Commission considers that the imposition of protective conditions ts 
unnecessary in this case or that another formula of conditions should be imp sed, 
the Association requests the right to be heard before such action is taken. 

Very · truly yours, 

2~!t:.'!:z 
cc : Mr. Joel E. Mazor 

415 Reading Terminal 
Philadelphia , Pa. 

CORWA1'l,Pm/f ~ .:.;,;;5i,:~~ · 
AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS: Am.,rican Railway Sup<>rvisors' A ssociation • American Train Dispatchers' Association • Bro!herhood of Locomotive Engine<,rs • Brother­
hood of Railroad Signalmen • Brotherhood of Railway Carmen of the United States and Canada • Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters • International Association of 
Machinists and Aerospace Workers • International Brotherhood of Boilermakers, Iron Ship Builde<S, Blacksmiths, Forgers and Helpers • International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers • International Brotherhood of Firemen & Oilers • International Organization Masters, Mates & Pilots of America • National Marine Engineers' Beneficial Association 
• Railroad Yardmasters of America • Railway Employes' Department, AFL-CIO • Sheet Metal Workers' I nternational Association ~ @ 
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Before the °1970 

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COJV!MI s s r8tP~STAi E vUll ll1J L, \'..I I.. ..., ..., ., .,,,, ,:i-) / c:·: 

Finance Docket No. 

In re : 
Application of Reading Company and 
The Wilmington and Northern Railroad 
Company for a certificate of public 
convenience and necessity authorizing 
the abandonment of a portion of the 
French Creek Branch and the Falls 
Extension Branch in Chester County, 
Pennsy lvania. 

APPLICATION 

I 

. I 

Joel E. Mazor, Esq. 

I '.) 

415 Readi ng Terminal 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107. 

Attorney for App licants 

Dat e; August 31, 1970 . 
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In re: 

Before the 

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

Application of Reading Company and 
The Wilmin~ton and Northern Railroad Com­
pany for a certificate of public conveni­
ence and necessity authorizing the aban­
donment of a portion of the French Creek 
Branch and the Falls Extension Branch in 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

TO THE HONOR~BLE, THE INTERSTATE 
C0!'1MERCE COMMISSION: 

FINANCE DOCKET 

NO. 

Reading Company and The Wilmington and Northern 

Railroad Company respectfully request that the Commission 

issue a certificate of public convenience and necessity 

under Section 1, paragraphs (18) to (20), inclusive, of 

the Interstate Commerce Act permittinq the abandonment of 

a portion of the French Creek Branch and the Falls Exten­

sion Branch,of said railroads, in Chester County, 

Pennsylvania, and in support thereof, respectfully repre­

sents that: 

(a) The exact corporate names of applicants are 

Reading company and The Wilmington and Northern Railroad 

Company. 

(b) Applicants are carriers by railroad subject to 

the Interstate Commerce Act. 

(c) The lines of railroad proposed for abandonment 

by The Northern and Wilmington Railroad Company, as owner, 

and Reading company as lessee, are (1) that portion of 

applicants' French Creek Branch which extends in a general 

- ·-· - __________J 



easterly a· t· . irec ion from engineering station 140+6 8 to the 

end of the Branch at engineering station 310+63.2,a distance 

of 3.22 miles, all in War'\vick Township, Chester County, 

Pennsylvania: and (2) applicants' Falls Extension Branch 

which extends in a general southerly direction from engineer­

ing station 0+00 (beginning point of said Branch being the 

point of switch at engineering station 304+79 in the French 

Creek Branch) to the end of the Branch at engineering 

station 15+67, a distance of 0.29 miles, all in Warwick 

Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

(d) Permission to abandon both described lines of 

railroad is sought. 

(e) Applicants desire to abandon both lines of rail­

road because extensive repairs are needed to make the lines 

operable and considerable rehabilitation is needed to enable 

applicants to use the lines for the type of existing traffic. 

Such expense, in view of the declining amount of traffic on 

the lines resulting in declining revenues, make the lines a 

burden on interstate commerce. 

(f) correspondence in regard to the application 

should be addressed to: 
l :, 

Joel E. Mazor, Esqui~e 
Reading Company '\·, 
415 Reading Terminal , 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107 

(q} Applicant, Reading Company, was incorporated and 

exists under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 

- 2 -



-
operates a railroad lying in the States of Pennsylvania, 

New Jersey and Delaware. Applicant, The Wilmington and 

Northern Pailroad . · , was incorporated and exists under the 

laws of the Comm 1 h · onwea t of Pennsylvania and the State of 

Delaware, and owns a railroad lying in the States of 

Pennsylvania and Delaware which is operated by Reading 

Company, as lessee. 

(h) The makinq and filing of this application was 

authorized by resolution of the Boards of Directors of 

applicants, adopted at a regular meetinq of each Board 
. -

held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on July 21, 1970. 

(i) This application is not made by a receiver or 

trustee in bankruptcy. 

{j) There is attached hereto and made a part hereof 

a situation map showing the lines proposed to be abandoned. 

(k) Granting of the proposed application will not 

have an adverse affect upon employees of applicant and 

applicant consents to an order imposing the same conditions 

for the protection of employees as prescribed in Chicago, 

B.& O.R.Co. Abandonment, 257 I.C.C. 700. 

WHEREFORE, applicants respectfully prays that your 

Honorable commission issue a certificate of public conveni­

ence and necessity under Section 1, paragraphs (18) to 

(20), inclusive, of the Interstate Commerce Act permitting 

the abandonment of a portion of the French Creek Branch and 

- 3 -
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the Palls Ext ension Branch in Chester c=nty, Pe nnsylvania. 

Philadelphia, Pa . 

August 31, 1970. 

READING COMPANY 

..__ .. - .· 

By, / ~ 

THE WILMI NGTON AND NORTHERN 
RAILROAD COMPANY 

✓~~ 
By ~6:-i2 
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COMMONWE.7\LTH OF PENNSYLVANIA: 
ss. 

COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA 

F . G. FISHER, being du ly sworn according to law, 

deposes and say s that he is a Vice President of READING 

COMPANY; that he is authorized to and does make the fore­

going Application for it, and that the facts set forth 

t herein are true and correct to the best of h is knowledge, 

information and belief . 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 

this .3/ S~ay of August , 1970. 

Notary F'ublic, Phi'ac ,1, 
llA, . · c ,,,. ,d, ' l>!IJu~'µMa "•· 
"':J' C9mmiss" c~ . w,., 

wn "-'Plies JamJary 17 1974, 
n ·- ---

- 5 -
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA: 
ss. 

COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA. 

F. G. FISHER, being duly sworn according to law, 

deposes and says that he is a Vice President of 

The Wilming ton and Northern Rai lroad Company; that he is 

authorized to and does make the foregoing Application for 

it, and that the facts set forth t herein are true and 

correct to the best of h is knowledge, information and be lief . 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 

. ~ s/-
this ...:J I day of August , 1970. 

Notary Public, Philadel :. ' 
M ,..._ . ph .i, r,,.lorl"!n!iia r 

y ""mmiss'o E . , va,, 
' n Xptres Jm1uary ll, 1974 

- 6 -
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READIOO COMPANY -,,..!/ 

Proposed A_!:>andonment of 
Falls Extension Branch 

And Portionof 
FRENCH CREEK BRANCH. 

Wll,MING'IDN AND NORTHERN RAILROAD 
Warwick Township, Chester County, Pa. r 

1~•· :s: 5,000' . 

" 

// 

·,, 
', 

,.✓-t"'~ 
.... f. 

11111111111110 Tracks to be Abandoned 
Other Reading Company Tracks 

Engineering Department 
P-15109 

June 16, 1970 
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Before the 

1970 

INTERSTATE 
INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION COfVl(\ll\:'.PCI: r•r · . -,<'~10i'I 

Finance Docket No. 2 6 .3 2 7 

r~j~: ~ .· /~; .. ~ 1 :t·:::~;~ ~-: :-~ <_~_L;-_J 
~~.,_:t-:- . ·- · - • & . _,. J 

In re: 
Application of Reading Company and 
The Wilmington and Northern Railroad 
Company for a certificate of public 
convenience and necessity authorizing 
the abandonment of a portion of the 
French Cre ek Branch and the Falls 
Extension Branch in Chester County, 
Penns y lvania. 

RETURN TO QUESTIONNAIRE 

August 31, 1970. 

Joe l E. Mazor, Esq. 
415 Reading Terminal 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107. 

Attorney for Applicants 
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In re: 

Before the 

INTERSTA'l"'E COMMERCE COMMISSION 

Application of Reading Company and 
The Wilmington and Northern Railroad 
Company for a certificate of public con­
venience and necessity authorizing the 
abandonment of a portion of the French 
Creek Branch and the Falls Extension 
Branch in Chester County, Pennsylvania . 

RETURN TO QUESTIONNAIRE 

TO THE INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION: 

FINANCE DOCKET 

NO. 

READING CO.l'1P/.\NY, as the operating company, and THE 

WILMINGTON AND NORTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY, as the owner of 

the lines, both hereinafter called "applicant", respectfully 

submit the following information required by the Commission 

in support of the above captioned application: 

Question 1: Complete statement of the purpose of the 
application. 

Answer: Applicants seek by this application acer­

tificate of public convenience and necessity authorizing the 

abandonment by Reading Company, as lessee, of the operation 

of, and by The Wilmington and Northern Railroad Company, as 

owner, of that portion of the French Creek Branch which 

extends in a general easterly direction from engineering 

station 140+68 to the end of the Branch at engineering station 

310+63.2, a distance of 3.22 miles, all in Warwick Township, 



• 

• 

Chester County, Pennsylvania; and the entire Falls Extension 

Branch which extends in a general southerly direction from 

engineering station 0+00 (beginning point of said Branch being 

the point of switch at engineering station 304+79 in the 

French Creek Branch) to the end of the Branch at engineering 

station 15+67, a distance of 0.29 miles, all in Warwick Town­

ship, Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Question 2: When, by whom, and for what purpose the 
line was constructed, and its proprietary history . 

Answer: The French Creek Branch, and Fall Extension 

Branch were built by The Wilmington and Northern Railroad 

Company and opened for traffic about May 1, 1880, to reach 

the French Creek Ore Mines. 

The Wilmington and Northern Railroad Company was incor­

porated April 3, 1877, through merger and consolidation of 

The Wilmington and Northern Railroad Company (of Pennsylvania) 

and The Wilmington and Northern Railroad (of Delaware), under 

• authority conferred by general act of the General Assembly of 

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania entitled "An Act supplemen­

tary to 'an act, regulating railroad companies' ••• ", approved 

March 24, 1865, and under authority conferred by an act of the 

General Assembly of the State of Delaware, passed at Dover, 

February 22, 1877. 

The Wilmington and Northern Railroad Company was oper­

ated independently to January 31, 1900, at which time it was 

leased to The Philadelphia and Reading Railway Company under 

- 2 -



lease dated February 1, 1900, for a term of 999 years. 

The Philadelphia and Reading Railway Company was 

incorporated November 17, 1896, under general acts of the 

General Assembly of Pennsylvania, approved April 8, 1861, and 

April 4, 1868. By agreement dated October 1, 1923, approved 

by the Interstate Commerce Commission in Finance Docket 

No. 3320, Philadelphia and Reading Railway Company and certain 

other railroad companies were merged with Reading Company on 

December 31, 1923. 

Reading Company was incorporated by Special Act of the 

General Assembly of Pennsylvania, approved May 24, 1871, as 

the Excelsior Enterprise Company. The name of Excelsior 

Enterprise Company was changed in 1873 to National Company 

which subsequently adopted the name of Readinq Company by court 

order dated December 7, 1896. On December 31, 1923, Reading 

Company surrendered such of its corporate powers as were in­

appropriate for a railroad corporation in the Commonwealth of 

,. Pennsylvania, whereupon Reading Company became an operating 

company. 

Question 3: A copy of the applicants' general balance 
sheet of the latest date available, and a copy of the appli­
cants' income account for each of the last five calendar years, 
and for that portion of the current year for which the infor­
mation is available. 

Answer: There is attached hereto, marked Exhibit 1, 

copy of applicant Reading Company's general balance sheet as 

of June 30, 1970. 

There is attached hereto, marked Exhibit 2, copy of 

- 3 -
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applicant Reading Company's income account for the calendar 

years 1965 to 1969, inclusive, and for the six months ending 

June 30, 1970, the latest date for which the information is 

available. 

Question 4: The present state of maintenance of the 
line. 

Answer: The lines involved are in a poor state of 

maintenance because of the low amount of traffic and the 

limited amount of funds available for maintenance, when con­

sidering the length of these lines in proportion to Reading 

Company's entire system. Extensive tie renewal, replacement 

of rail, installation of culverts, construction of ditches, 

reballasting, weed and brush control and bridge repair are 

required, due, in part, to several washouts caused by heavy 

rains. 

Question 5: The estimated salvaqe value of the line, 
with a general statement of the basis of the estimate. 

Answer: The estimated salvage value of both lines is 

$61,600. The estimated cost of removing the lines is $18,500. 

Salvage values are based on current scrap prices. 

Question 6: The names of all railroads with which the 
line connects for interchange of traffic and the points of 
such interchange. 

Answer: The lines do not connect with any other rail-

road for the interchange of traffic. 

Question 7: A brief description of the present train 
service on the line, and of important changes made in the past 
five years. 

Answer: Service is presently provided by Road Freight 

- 4 -
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on an as required basis, which averages about twice a month. 

There have been no important changes in the past five years. 

Question 8: The names of all stations on the line, 
stated in order with milepost numbers, with the approximate 
population of each, and the authority for the information 
showing for each place the names of all other railroads by 
which it is served, or its distance by highway from the 
nearest other railroad. Distinguish nonagency stations. 

Answer: The only station located on the lines pro­

posed to be abandoned is a non-agency station at St. Peters, 

which is at the terminus of the French Creek Branch. The 

village of St. Peters has an approximate population of 100 

persons, an estimated figure based on the size of the village. 

St. Peters is not served by any other railroad. The nearest 

other railroad is Penn Central Transportation Company at 

Pottstown, Pennsylvania, a distance of approximately ten (10) 

miles by improved highways. Applicant Reading Company also 

maintains a station at Pottstown, and one at Joanna, Pennsyl­

vania, which is also located approximately ten (10) miles 

from St. Peters by improved highways. 

Question 9: The approximate population of the terri­
tory served by the line, explaining how the limits of this 
territory are defined. 

Answer: The territory is sparsely populated and is 

not served by either the portion of the French Creek or the 

Falls Extension Branch here involved. 

Question 10: A detailed statement of the location and 
nature of the highways available for movement of the traffic 
now handled by the line, and of the common-carrier truck and 
bus service on such highways, if any. 

Answer: State Highway Route 23, a two (2) lane black 

- 5 -
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top road in good repair, parallels the lines of railroad to 

be abandoned, and township roads servinq St. Peters, connect 

with Route 23. There are approximately twenty-four (24) 

motor carriers certificated to serve St. Peters. 

Question 11: The nature of the industries in the 
tributary territory ( such as farming, mining, lumbering, 
manufacturing, etc.), how long established, and the extent 
to which each is dependent upon the line for transportation. 
State location and other facts concerning the most important 
plants served. 

Answer: The tributary territory is mainly agricultural 

and the farming in the area does not depend upon or use the 

lines here involved for transportation. The only industry 

using the lines is French Creek Granite Company. 

Question 12: The passenger traffic handled on the line 
in each of the last two calendar years, and for that part of 
the current year for which the information is available, giving 
separately the number of local and connecting-line passengers 
(if the latter desi~nation is applicable) and the revenue from 
each class. 

Answer: No passenger traffic has been handled on these 

lines for a period longer than the last two calendar years and 

the current year to date. 

Question 13: The freight tonnage handled by the line 
for each of the last two calendar years, and for that part of 
the current year for which the information is available, show­
ing the number of cars and the tonnage of carload freight, 
classified by principal commodities, and the tonnage of less­
than-carload freight. Show in separate statements (a) local 
freight originated at and destined to points on the line, 
(b) freight moved between points on the line and points beyond 
it, and (c) freight neither originated at nor destined to 
points on the line (overhead or bridge traffic). 

Answer: There is attached hereto, made a part hereof 

and marked Exhibit 3, a statement of freight traffic on the 

- 6 -



lines proposed to be abandoned for two years and six months 

ending June 30, 1970. 

Question 14: (1) If the line to be abandoned is less 
than the entire mileage operated by the applicant, a statement 
showing the effect of the proposed abandonment on the net 
railway operating income of the applicant. The statement 
should include for each of the last two calendar years and for 
that part of the current year for which the information is 
available. 

{a} The applicants' railway operating revenue from 
traffic handled locally between points on the 
line proposed to be abandoned; 

{b} The applicants' railway operating revenue from 
traffic originating on or destined to points on 
the line proposed to be abandoned and ~lso 
handled on other parts of the applicants' lines 
of railroad; 

{c) An estimate in detail of the total operating 
revenue that should be assigned to the line pro­
posed to be abandoned and a statement of the 
reasons for such assignment; 

{d) The expense of operating the line proposed to 
be abandoned, stated by appropriate primary 
accounts, actual so far as possible and other­
wise approximated, with a full statement of the 
method used; 

{e} Railway Tax accruals with method of apportionment; 

{f) Other items entering into the applicants' income 
account and assignable to the line prposed to be 
abandoned, with methods of assignment; and 

{g) The costs of moving the traffic on the line pro­
posed to be abandoned beyond the limits of said 
line on other parts of the applicants' lines, 
with method of determination. 

Revenues from freight, passenger, and other service 
should be shown separately. 

(2) If the applicants' line is operated 
as part of a system under common control and management, a 
statement for the same period as required in paragraph (1) 

- 7 -



showing the effect of the proposed abandonment on the net 
railway operating income of the system and the unit members 
thereof. This statement should show the revenues accruing 
to the system and its unit members from traffic moving to 
and from the line proposed to be abandoned and the costs of 
handling such traffic. The method of determining such costs 
also should be shown. 

Answer: There is attached hereto, made a part hereof 

and marked Exhibit 4, a statement of operating revenue accru­

ing to Reading Company from traffic on the lines proposed to 

be abandoned for two years and six months ending June 30, 1970. 

There is attached hereto, made a part hereof and marked 

Exhibit 5, a statement of operating revenues assigned to the 

lines proposed to be abandoned for two years and six months 

ending June 30, 1970, and a statement of the method of 

computation. 

There is attached hereto, made a part hereof and marked 

Exhibit 6, a statement of the income accounts for the lines 

proposed to be abandoned for two years and six months ending 

June 30, 1970. 

There is attached hereto,made a part hereof and marked 

Exhibit 7, a statement of costs of moving traffic on the lines 

proposed to be abandoned beyond the points of said lines on 

other parts of applicants' lines, on the basis of arbitrary 

50% operating ratio for two years and six months ending 

June 30, 1970. 

There is attached hereto, made a part hereof and marked 

Exhibit 8, a statement of the costs of moving traffic on the 

lines proposed to be abandoned beyond the limits of said lines 

- 8 -



on other parts of applicants' lines on the basis of an actual 

operating ratio for two years and six months ending June 30, 

1970. 

There is attached hereto, made a part hereof and marked 

Exhibit 9, a statement of the methods used in determining 

operating revenues, expenses,taxes and operating expenses. 

Applicants' lines are not operated as part of a system 

under common control and management. 

Question 15: If the volume of freight or passenger 
traffic of the line has decreased during recent years, any 
reasons therefor. 

Answer: Traffic has decreased over the years due to 

population and industry using other modes of transportation. 

Question 16: If the line is operated as a joint 
facility, and abandonment of the applicants' operation only 
is proposed, state fully the facts as to operation by others 
and the extent to ·which it will supply the place of the 
operation it is proposed to abandon. 

Answer: The lines are not operated as a joint facility. 

They are operated by Reading Company only. 

Question 17: State what effort has been made to dis­
pose of the line so as to insure its continued operation, 
and what, if any, transportation service will remain or may 
be substituted for that proposed to be discontinued. 

Answer: No effort has been made to dispose of these 

lines, since the volume of traffic handled and revenues there­

from do not justify continued operation. No transportation 

service will be substituted for that proposed to be discon­

tinued by applicants. 

Question 18: A summary statement of the reasons for 
the application. 

- 9 -



Answer: Applicants desire to abandon the lines because 

the small volume of traffic generated by the one remaining 

patron does not justify continued existence, in light of the 

continuing losses suffered and the relatively large amount re­

q uired for rehab ilitation and continued maintenance. Abandon­

ment would relieve Reading Company of the b urden of rehab ili­

tating and maintaining the lines and six grade crossings. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
August 31, 19 70. 

READING COMPAl\JY 

THE WILMINGTON AND NORTHERN 
RAILROAD COMPANY 

- 10 -
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• COMJ.'•'lONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA: 
ss. 

COUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA 

J. F. FISHER, being duly sworn according to law, 

deposes and says that he is a Vice President of READING 

COMPANY; that he is authorized to and does make the foregoing 

Return to Questionnaire for it, and that the facts set forth 

therein are true and correct to the best of h is knowledge, 

information and belief. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 
-2 ~;!-

this ~ /- day of August, 1970. 

Notary Public, Philadelphia. Philadelphia Co, 

My Commissmn E.x~1re.s January 17. 1974 

- 11 -
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA: 
ss. 

COUNTY OF PHILADELPHI A 

F. G. FISHER, being duly sworn according to law , 

deposes and says that he is a Vice President of 

The Wi lming ton and Northern Railroad Company; that he is 

authorized to and does make the foregoing Return to 

Questionnaire for it, and that the facts set forth therein 

are true and correct to the bes t of his knowledge, infor­

mation and bel i ef. 

~ 
Sworn to and subscribed before me 

~ $/ 
this -.) / - day of August, 1970. 

~'N~~ otary Pub lJ.C 

Notary PutJl1c, Pr.1!d~.:•; · .•:.i'1·'•,1~nia Co. 

My Commission Ex~im JJ11u1rf 17. 1974 
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QIIBRENT ASSETS 
Cash -
Temporary Cash Investments 
Special Deposits 
Loans and Notes Receivable 
Net Balance -Receivable _ rz..-- A t & C 
Mi 11 v-.u gen s cnduotora 

see aneous Accounts Receivab l e 
Interest and Dividends Rece i vab l e 
Accrued Accounts Recei vable 
Working Fund Aclvances 
Prepayments 
Material and Supplies 
Other Current Assets 

Total Cux-rent Assets 

S PZC n,L Fll~IDS 
Sinking F~mds 
Capital and other Reserve Funds 
Insurance and other Funds 

•rotal Special Funds 

Il.\TVESTMENTS 
Investrr.ents in Affiliated Co.npaniea 
Othe~ Investments · 

Total Investments 

PROPERTIES 
Road and Equipment: 

Read 
Equipment 
C~neral Expenditures 
Other Elements o~ Investrrent 
.Construction Work in Prog:i:-ess 

Improvmnents on Leased Property: 
Road 
Equipirent 
Gene?al Expenditures 
Other Elements of: Investme nt 
Construction Work in Progress 

Total Transportation Pro perty 
Accrued Depreciat ion - Road s..nd Equipment 

,Amortization of Defense Projects - Road.and 
Equipment . 

Recorded Depreciation and A!!lort i zct.ion 
Total Transpoxtati on Property Less 
Reco-rded Dep:r~eciation a nd Amortization 

Miscellaneous Physical Property - ' 
AccruGd Depreciation - Misce llaneo1.13 .P'ayaioal 

Prope::.."ty · 
Miscella."11.ecus Pnysical P.coperty l e ss 

Reco-.roed Dep:reciation . 
Total Propart ies l ess Rec orded Depreei­
atio-.a and Amortizat i on 

~ t-.S22.'I'S KHD 1)'tiFER_R?;D CTu\'RGE-S 
· other A.ssats • - . 

ime;mortize·d 'Discaun.t. on. Lon.g- tel"El. Dabt · 
Ot'neT 'Deferred. Charges 

Total Other Assets and Deferred. Charges 

Total Assets 

· EXHIBIT NO. 1 ---..._,-.....at"Cliu:4' ___ _ 

WI'l'NF.SS 

( 
( 

$ 2,796,595 
1,000,000-

?l, 74$ _ 
84 

5,810,:218 
2,639,301 · 

55, 641 
7,148,1(17 

42,933 
. 561,C94 
4,030,7$4 

. L.,J.,.,, 324 
~ 24000,822 

1,265,803 
~ };72,771 -~ i:-Z +5 . 2:§Q 

$195, 012 , 405 
128 ,786, 430 

7,98 5,406 
21,,~14, 523 

30,306,969 
102 ,350 
112,691) 

1, 528,754) 

~~LJ.§6,.§38 
~ 9~ , 781, 695 

807 ,83'.Z 
$ 9-2., 939_,__5__23. 

$282,377,106 
13,487, 916 

!1-, 565, 51,2 

· $ 8,9221401 

$~2].J f99, 5o6 

$ 1 -,33S , 585 
1 52,517 

3,826,232 
$ . 5,317 ,33~ 

t3/+7 ,140 , 681 



R~ADnm COMPANY 

GENERA.T, R!"\T,ANGE SHEET ..... _......., 

~~ 30 2 .l970 

~- --
Liabilities and Shareholders' Equity 

' 

, 

I 

• 

' 

C DR..P.Er!J L TA 2,llirf...Ik_1 
-toms and Hot.es Payable 

Traffic end Ca~·.:..Se:rvic(~ Balnncei s - Cr. 
Audited Accoux1ts and Wo.ges Payable 
Hiscello.I1ecus Accounts Payable 
L--ite1"est Me.tur-ad Unpaid· 
Unr.1atured Interest Accrued 
Acc:ru3d Accounts Payable -
Federal Inco:J.a Taxes Accrued 
Other Taxes· Accrued 
Other Current Liabilities 

Total Currant Liabi1ities 
LCNG-TEH.M DEBT DUE HITdJN ONE YEAR 

Funded De_bt Unmature9: 

Collateral Trust Notes 
Equipr:.3nt ·obligations: 

Conditicnal Sales Agreements 
Equiµnent Trust Certificates 
Miscellaneous 

Tota1·Equip!n3nt Obligations 
lfiscellaneous Ooligations 

(1) $1,000,000 
_ \2).. 795,000 

Total Leng-Term Debt Due Within Ono Year 

I£NG~TERM DEBT DDE Al:,TER O]E YEAR 
Fuaded Debt Un!ilatured (1) $96,628 ,ooo. 

(2) 37,500,000 
Collateral '11.'ust N ct es 
Equipwnt Obligations: 

Cvnditional Sales Agreemants 
Equipment Trust C~rtificates (1) $n,520,ooo 

(2) 11,000,000· 
Miscellaneous ·· 

Total Equipmsnt Obligations 
Miscellaneous Uoligations 
Amounts Payable to Affiliated Companies 

Total Long-Torm Dabt Due After l Year 

RESERVT.'~ 
Equalization Reserves 
Casualty and other Reserves 

Total Reserves 

OTHER LIABILITIES AND DEFERffiD CREDITS 
-Other Liabilities · -

Unamortized Premium on.. tong-Term Debt 
other Deferred Credits · 
Accrued Depreciation - Leased.Property 

Total Other Liabilities and Deferred Ci•edits 
• • I 

' 

SHAREHOLDERS 1 EOUITY 
Capit~l Stc~k (3)2,SOO;~OO 

~ ~ 

- (l) .:..0140,000,000 
(2) 49,150 

Total Capital Stock 
Capital Surplus: . -

other Capital Surplus 
Total Capital S~plus 

Retained Income: 
Retained Inco:n.a -· Unappropriated 

Total Retained Income . 
_Total S~re~olders' Equity . 

~otai. ~~"o1.1..1.-\:.'ies and Sbarebo1.<leTs1 Equit,y 

t 1.) 'rota 1. issued o . 

}~_{ r~i~~;:Y ':9,r s~~~~,~~~,~~ .. : ~-,:,~~ . 

.EXH1sIT 1 
SHEET 2 O? 2 

Amount 

$ 1,200,000 
9oli-, 762 
692,3$2 

1,192,011 
733,1+58 
5S7,B97 

20, 9 51,L...62 
56,028 

2,564,~84 
_4..-.·,201~ 
~ 33,784,251 

$ · 205,000 
2,000,000 

$ 2,177 ,94-2 
1,460,000 

20,000 
-~-5--,-8-62.-.1,~ 

~- 5,862,9g 

$59,128,000 
·26,000,000 

13,400,187 

520,000 
9J.,i262 

~ 121-,0ll~M-9 

$ . 731,78.~ 
$ 9_9,8'71,2:U 

($ 154,497) 
. 1,000,602 
i 846J:9.2 ° 

e 1,732,295 
102;741 

2,391,219 
. 13,162,509 
$ 17 , 3$8 1 76/4: 

$139,950,850 
~a39_,_950,a-5q 

$ 793,943 
~ 793,941 

$ 4~_642 2 521 
S~_&42,291 
~89,387,~ 
t347, 1.40 ,681. 
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READING COMPANY 
INCOME ACCOUNT 

FOR 5 YEARS ENDED DECDrB-ER 31 · 196 . 
AND 6 MQ\JTHS EN'DED JUNE 30. 

1
19.19 ,2 

Item 

OPERATING INCOME 
Railway Operating Revenues 
Railway Opera.ting Expenses 

Net Revenue from Railway Operatio~s 
Railway Tax Accruals · · 

Railway Opera.ting Income 
Equipment Rents - Net Debit 
Joint Facility R~nts - Net Debit 

Net Railway OperatinG Income 
0'11-I ER INCOME 

Revenues from Mlscellaneous Operations 
}liscellarieous Rent Income 
.Income from Ncn-Operating Property 
Separately Operated Properties - Profit 
Dividend Income . 

1965 

Interest Income • 
Income from Sinking & Other Reserve FW1ds'. · 
Release of Premiums on Funded Debt 
Miscellaneous Income 

Total Other·rncome 
Total Income 

MISCELLANEOUS DEDUCTIONS FROM INCOME . 
Expenses of J{iscellaneous Operations $ 
Tax.es on Miscellaneous Operating Property 
Miscellc:.neous Rents 
Miscellaneoµs Tax Accruals 
Separately Opf.1rated Propert-ies - Loss 
Miscellaneous Income Charges 

Total Miscellaneous Deductions­
Income 'Jl.vailv.ble for Fixed Charges 

FIXED CHARGES 
Rent for Leased noads and Equipment 
Interest on funded Debt . 
Interest on ·unfunded Debt · 
Amort,ization of Discount on Funded bebt 

Total Fixed Charges 
Net Income after Fixed Charges 

$ 1,293,923 
5,.029,900 

1+7,597 
hl 

1.966 

:1' 1 

Prior Period Items (Net) · 
Net Income mL r ... noferred to Retained 'l.3.3 'l20 (~ ,..,. _L_2,90l•_,044 $ 1,·o.J,~ op 

Income - · Una_1212r0Ji!Jg~ia~t~e~d~-------~- ~ 
() Denot•:,sr~;_ivoroa figu r e• 

1967 

: ,. EXHIBIT NO• -- ...... --
·.WITNESS ·-· _____ _ 

. -· . . . ,. 
· 6 MaTTHS- E~1)2i1 

1968 1969 · JUNE 30,_ 197 
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EXHIBIT no. _3_, ___ _ 
READJNG COMPANY \.:ITNESS --------

STATEMENT OF FBEIG!-IT TR.iL."ti'FIC 0.-T LlNE PROPOSED TO BE ABANDCNED -
FOR 2 YEiL11S ENDED DECEMBSR 31, 1969 

AND 6 MCNTP.S ENDED JUNE 30, 1970 

1968 
c·ommcdity Number of 

Cars· Net Tons 

1969 
Nulllber of 

c·ars. ·Net Tons 

6 Months Ended 
June 30, 1970 
Nt'IJllber of 

Cars Not Tons . . 

LC'CAL FREIGHT ORIG HTATED AT AND DESTllTED POINTS CN THE LINE 

NCNE 

FREIGHT MOVED BET1,TEEN POINTS ON .TEE LINE AND POIN'IS BEYOND IT 

Received Traffic 

Granite ••••••••••• 6 · 21 1,352 8 516 

Forwarded Traffic 

Graniteo•••••••o•• 8 .498 4 206 

Total Received & 
Forwarded Traffic 14 955 25 1,558 g 516 
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EXHIBIT NO. _4 _______ _ 
WITNESS 

READING COMPANY 

STA~MENT OF TOI'AL Oh~M,.TIUG REVEN~TES ACCfilTnrn TO ~ADlNG COHPANY FROM 
'IRAFFID CRIGTI·JATTITG CN A?ID DE.STTI-!"ED TO POJlTTS CN TM Ll"NE 

ffiOPCBFD-FCR ABA~;O cm-ZNT AJ.ill -AIB O HAlfo~-9)--------
CN O'I1LSR P A.R TS cT7\ppj-7Ic~m T t S LINES F CR 

-2 YEAi.'llS ENDED DECEM.8ER. 31~ 1;%9 AND • 
·6 MQ~THS ENDED JtTFE 3Q 1_1970 

Pericd Amount 

1968 ••••o••••••••••••o•••••••••• $1,522 

1969 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••o• 3,189 

1970 (6 Mos.) ••o••••!•••••••••o• 1,303 

No Local Traffic Handled 
~ w·o Pass-anger Service Operated 

• 

' 
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!lEADING COMPA.'t-JY 

EXHIBIT NO. 
WrI'NESS 

5· 

STATEMENT OF TOTAT! O~HATDTG REEI·TUE ASSIGNED TO THE LJNE PROPCSED 
TO ~E ABAr·IDQ~D FOR· 2 YE.-\ .. BS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1969 

AND 6 HQlTBS EHDEiTI Jl1NE 30,,.,.1970 

Period 

1968 

1969 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

1970 (6 Mos.) ..................... 0 

Methcd of Computation 

Amcunt 

51 

102· 

48 

Revonu~ frv.n freight traffic is nctual. On Interline Traffic, the· 
.este.blish~d Reading Company percents were applied to the freight charges 
on each intarlino shipment to detennine Reading Company revenue and 
portion of revenue as signed to the line to be abandoned was obtained by 
applying the mj_lea.ge prorat~ for such portions to the total mileage 
transported over Reading Lines. 
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READING COMPANY 
EXHIBIT NO. 
WITNESS 

6" 
-----· 

. mcOME ACCODN'IS FOR THE . 
FCR 2 YEARS ENDED DEC~EBER ·31 l ~~A A!1:0~°;1~D TO BE ABA'f'IDCNED 

- • · •• · 1NTES ENDED JUNE 30, 1970 

Railway Operating Revenues 
Freight 
Miscellaneous 
Rents 
, ... Total 

Maintenance of Way and Structures 
Track, Bridges, etc. 
Employees Health and Welfare Benefits 

Total - Maint. of Way & Structures Expense 

Maintenance of Egui:2ment - Fre_ight 
Other Locomotive. Repairs - Train 
Employees Health and Welfare Benefits 

.~otal - ~int. of Equipment Expense 

Transpori~tion Exoenses 
Train Enginemen 

-Trainmen 
Train Fuel . 
Lubricants for"Train Locomotives 
other Supplies for Train Locomotives 
Enginehouse Expenses - Train 
Train Supplies and Expenses 
Emplo-.rees Heal th ~nd Welfare Benefits 

Total Transportation Expenses 

Rents 
Per Diem 

Railwav Tax Accruals --- --Payroll Truces 
Other Truces, (Penna. Utility Tax)_ 

Total 

Total Expenses, Rents and Troces 

Net Ra,ilway Opera ting Deficit 

-196$ 

$ 51 

rffo 

&2,s1+a_ 
120 

$2,968 

$ 53 
2 

$ 55 

$ 206 
·303 

43 
3 

·2. 
16 

1 
20 

.$ 594 

$ 283 

$ 330 
2 

$ 332 

. $4,2.32 

$4,re2 

1969. 
6 Months Ended 

June 30, 1970 

$ 102 $ i.s 

$ 
70 56 

172 $ 104 

$1,992 $1,102 
80 48. 

$2,rn2 $1,150 

$ 77 $ 35 

rrl l 
$ 36 

$ 299 $ 137 
42a 196 

53 24 
3 1 
2 1 

21 10 
1 1 

$ s31 14 
$ 384 

$ 425 $ 53 

$, 278 "$ 138 
2 1 

$ 280 $ 139 ... 

$3,691 $1,762-

$3,5~9 $1,658 



EXHIBIT-- NO. 7 -------WITNESS ..... ______ _ 

e -
.. 

STATE~T 0-;' COOT OF MOVTITG 'TRftFFIC CN t·IlTE PR01'0SED TO BE 
!'Bft}ffi~ BEYO'-TD T~ T,IMI'iS OF s.,,JD T.If'~E CN OTHER B. R'I'S 

OF APPLICt~NT' S L])ES, CJt-r R~8IS OF ARBITR.\RY RATIO 
FOR 2 YEARS .ENDED DECEMBZR 31., 1 g63 AND 

6 MO~'TRS Elffi~D J1J~TE 30, 1970 

Item. 1968 

Operating P..evenue Accnrl~g to Reading 
Comp,ny from freight traffic handled 
to ~nd from points on line to be_ . . _ . 
abandoned, excluding proportion 
assigned to Branches••••••••••••••••• $1,471 

E 5 tim" ted cost o_f' b,«Jndling ~bove 
· traffic on b~_5is of r-~ e.rbi trary 

opor~tiT'g ratio of 50to c~ctn'.:11_ $ 
Ol)8ra.ti~g ratio 'W~S. greater th~~. 5n%) • . 736 , $1 544 ' . 

Estim~ted Net Revenue !'rem Railway $ 735 
I . Operation~ 

$1,543 

Ded·nct · ·f •t from· 
Net R4'i1.uay Opera.ting Def cl. $4,002 
ares propos~d to be ~~;d.°:1~~- .•.•.•_•_._._•_ 

. . . . . . . ..~.- $3,347 
Net Deficit ••••• • •, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • _ ' 

$3,519 

$1,976 

•• 

6 Months 
Ended .. 

June 30, 1970 · 

$ 628 

·$ 627 
,,. 

$1,65$ 

$1,031 

----------~----

' 

: 
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8 · . EXHIBIT NO~ -------
WI1INESS --------

'BEADING COMPANY 

:_STATEMENT OF" CCST OF MOVING .TRAFFIC rn tTil'E. PROPOSED TO BE 
#.BAlffiOJED Bt!iYOID 1HE LIHI1'S OF SAm t IN~ 0.-T OTHER PARTS 

OF APFLICA'NT 1 S Lil-L~S, ON BASIS OF AN OffiR.\TING F.ATIO 
FOR 2 'YE.-'FS ENDED DSCEMBER 31, 1968 AND 

6 MCNTRS Et-IDED JllNE 30, 1970, · . 

ITEM 

Opera.ting Revenue ~ccruing to Ro~ding 
Canp.~ny from freight traffic handled 
to and rrom points on line to be 
abt!IT'ldoned, excluding proportion· 
as3igned to Branches • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . · $1,471 

Operating Expenses (Operating Ratio) (1) • 1,254 

Estim~ ted Net Ba:v~nue from Rail~y · · · · · · · 
Opora t.ions ••••• ~........................ $ 217 

Deduct 
Net Bai1way Operating D~ficit•rrom · · .·. · 

area proposed to be ah~ndoned • • • • • • • • • • • $4,ce2 
. . . . . . . - ' . ' . . . .. . .. .. ~ . . . . . . . . . 

Net D~ficit ••• •.• •••••••• · ••• .,............ $3,865 

,Cl) Operating ratio: 

I I 

. 2.593 

~3,519 

$3,025, 

84~00 

·. 

6 Months 
Ended . 

June 3), 1970 

$1,255 

1,130 . 

$ 125 

90.05 



READING COMPANY EXHIBIT NO. 

METHCDS USED DT DgTEPJfINTITG OP811ATTITG REWNUES 
EXPENSES Alm TAXES 

OPERA TING REVENUES 

Freight - Represents portion of·Reading Company· revenue from traffic 
on the area proposed to be abandoned allocated on a mile­
age basis. 

9 
Sheet 1 of 2 

t • Miscellaneous ..:.. None. 

• 
I 

• 

' 

Rents - Represents credit balance of income·from rents on the area 
proposed to be abandoned. 

OPERATING EXPENSES 

Maintenance of Way and Structures 
Based on engineering estimates for expenses in area to be 
abandoned and covers: 

,!rack, Bridges, etc. . 
Ordinary maintenance of road bed, replacement of ties, rails, etc. 
Emargency expense due to broken. rail, excessive rain, snow duty, 
viz., cleaning of crossing flange·ways and switches. . 
Regular inspection. by ~Hi-Rail~ car, annual weed control and 
annual bridge inspection. 

Employees' Heal th and Welfare Benefj_ts 
_System cost applied en labor portio.n of maintenance of way expense. 

Maintenance of Egt~ipment - Freight 
other Locomotive R~pairs - Train 

System rate per freight train locomotive unit mile was calculated 
for year 1968 and 1969 from annual reports for this account and 
the rate was applied to total locomotive freight train unit miles 
developed for the area to be abandoned. These freight train 
locomotive unit miles are the result of multiplying actt~al trips 
by distance on the area to he. ab&ndoned. The 1969 r~tes_were 
used for 1970 costs. 

Emplovees' Health and Welfare Benefits 
System cost applied on labo:r- portion of maj_ntem.mce of equipment 
expenses. 

Transportation Expens~s - Frei~h_i 
Trainm'3n 
Train EnP,'inemen 

Average hourly straight time waees were taken from I.C .c. Wage 
Statistics Form B for 1968, 1969 and 1970. These wages were 
£pplied to the hours of train service crews woTked in the nrea 
to be ab.'.l.ndoned (Warwick to St. P"ters). Time was constructed 
on the basis of an operating department estimated ave:age of 
one. hour per round trip - ~farwick and St. Peters. This was 
- li d ~ the 1968 1969 and 1970 trips to develop crew hours 8pp e Vl! ' 

in this t~rritory. 
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EXHIBIT -9 
Sheet 2 of 2 

Train Fuel 
Lubricants for Train Locomotives 
Othor Supplies for Train Locomotives 
Enginehouse Expens~s - Train, · 

Charges to the above accounts were allocated on the basis of 
a system rata pe~ train locomotive unit mil~ calculated for each 
account and these rates were applied to the unit miles in the 
area to be abandoned. 1969 rates were used for 1970 costs. 

Train Suppli~s and Exp~nses 
Car miles were developed by rrn.,ltiplying number of cars times 
distance on the area to b~ abandoned. Car miles were multiplied 
by the system cost developed for year 1968 and 1969 from annual 
reports. 1969 rates were used for 1970 costs. 

Employees' Health al1d Welfare BGncfits 

Ret1.ts 

System cost applied on labor portion of transportation 
expenses. 

Per Diem 
All cars in area to be abandoned during 1968, 1969 ard 1970 were 
railroad owned cars. All cars were studied and per diem shown 
is based on actual time these cars were on the branch to be 
abandoned. 

Railway Tax Accruals 
Payroll Ta...---c~s 

Applied to the labor portion of the operating expenses. 
Other Tax~s 

Includes: 
Penns~lv~nia Utility Ts.x based-on 30 mills par $100.00 on original 
cost of right-of-way land on line to b~ abandoned. 




