
LAW OFFICE

THOMAS F. McFARLAND, P.C.
208 SOUTH LASALLE STREET - SUITE 1666

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS  60604-1228
TELEPHONE (312) 236-0204

mcfarland@aol.com

August 27, 2020
By e-filing

Allison C. Davis, Director
Section of Administration
Office of Proceedings
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20024

Re: Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 18X), Wisconsin Central Ltd. -- Abandonment
Exemption -- in Polk County, WI

Dear Ms. Davis:

This provides the additional information and documentation required in the Board’s
decision in the above proceeding served August 13, 2020.

Additional Information and Documentation

1. Clarify the Subject Right-of-Way at Issue

Attached to this correspondence as Appendix 1 is a copy of a Station Map of
Amery, Wisconsin.  The Subject Right-of-Way is shaded in yellow on that map.  The legal
description of the Subject Right-of-Way is shown on the lower left portion.

Attached to this correspondence as Appendix 2 is a Survey of the Subject Right-
of-Way.  The Survey shows the Subject Right-of-Way in relation to surroundings.  The Survey
shows that the Subject Right-of-Way is not part of the 100-foot-wide recreational trail that is
located on the former railroad operating right-of-way.  The Survey also shows that Keller
Avenue and Harriman Avenue have been extended across the trail right-of-way.

The Subject Right-of-Way can be described as a triangular parcel located at the
northeast corner of Parcel 25 as shown by yellow shading on the attached Station Map of Amery,
Wisconsin, and located approximately 200 feet southwest of Milepost 63 (at approximately
Milepost 62.96).
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2. What is Meant by “Station Ground Property?; whether the Subject Right-of-Way
encompasses the entire width of the Property or a narrower section                       

Station Ground Property connotes Right-of-Way that is 300 feet wide (150 feet on
both sides of the center line).  Station Ground Property was used for construction of railroad
depots and other ancillary uses.  It is in contrast to operating right-of-way that is typically 100
feet wide (50 feet on both sides of the center line), and it was used to operate trains and maintain
railroad track and bridges.

The Subject Right-of-Way is located on a portion of the Station Ground Property,
a considerable distance from the operating right-of-way that is now being used as a trail.  The
portion of the Station Ground Property north of the Subject Right-of-Way was acquired by the
City of Amery and is being used as a park.

3. Correct Statement of Willingness to Assume Financial Responsibility

In accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29(f)(1)(ii), as provided in 49 C.F.R. §
1152.29(a)(2), DRFC Amery LLC (DRFC) hereby affirms its willingness to assume full
responsibility for:

(1)  managing the right-of-way; and 

(2)  any legal liability arising out of the transfer or use of the right-of-way; and 

(3)  the payment of any and all taxes that may be levied or assessed against the
right-of-way.

4. Reason for Intent to Terminate Trail Use Soon After Substitution of Trail User

DRFC owns Parcels 21, 23, and 25 and proposes to construct a driveway to Keller
Avenue over the Subject Right-of-Way.  The Subject Right-of-Way is not needed for trail use. 
The existing trail user Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) agreed with DRFC
to terminate trail use of the Subject Right-of-Way but did not want to do so in its own name.  To
accomplish the termination, WDNR was willing to have DRFC substitute for it as trail user, and
then have DRFC terminate trail use.



THOMAS F. McFARLAND, P.C.
Allison C. Davis, Director
August 27, 2020
Page 3

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Thomas F. McFarland

Thomas F. McFarland

TMcF:mg:1887\efSTB5

cc: All parties of record
Jason Thomas, Esq., by e-mail to jason.thomas@frauenshuh.com
Mr. James Lemke, by e-mail to james.lemke@wisconsin.gov
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