
IRAIL CAR SERVICES, LLC 

P.O. Box 97 
Maricopa, Arizona 85139 

(520) 390-8841
www.irailcs.com 

July 2, 2020 

Ms. Cynthia T. Brown, Chief 
Section of Administration 
Office of Proceedings 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423  

Re:  Docket No. AB 1296X, R. J. Corman Railroad Property, LLC – Abandonment 
Exemption – in Scott, Campbell, and Anderson Counties, Tennessee 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

Hereby forwarded for filing with the Board is a Public (Redacted) Version of a letter in 
support of the appeal of the decision of Office of Proceedings Director Allison C. Davis rejecting the 
offer of financial assistance (“OFA”) filed by Arkansas-Oklahoma Railroad Co. (“AOK”) in the above 
referenced Docket. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mario C. Bush, Sr. 
President/Owner 
Independent Rail Associates 
IRAIL Car Services 

cc: Parties of Record 
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            Part of  
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IRAIL CAR SERVICES, LLC 

P.O. Box 97 
Maricopa, Arizona 85139 

(520) 390-8841
www.irailcs.com 

June 29, 2020 

The Honorable Ann D. Begeman The Honorable Patrick J. Fuchs 
Chairman Member 
Surface Transportation Board  Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423  Washington, DC 20423 

The Honorable Martin J. Oberman 
Vice Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re:  Docket No. AB 1296X, R. J. Corman Railroad Property, LLC – Abandonment 
Exemption – in Scott, Campbell, and Anderson Counties, Tennessee 

Dear Chairman Begeman, Vice Chairman Oberman, and Commissioner Fuchs: 

IRail Car Services, LLC respectfully submits this letter in support of the appeal of the 
decision of Office of Proceedings Director Allison C. Davis rejecting the offer of financial assistance 
(“OFA”) filed by Arkansas-Oklahoma Railroad Co. (“AOK”) in the above referenced Docket. 

It was with great distress that we received news of the rejection of AOK’s offer after we were 
informed the petitioning party, R. J. Corman Railroad Property, LLC (RJC), had offered to negotiate 
with AOK regarding their OFA.  Although we did not give a direct letter of support, we were under 
the impression that this was not immediately needed as our intent with regard to expanding our 
business was referenced in the Support Statement for AOK’s OFA that was submitted to the Board 
on June 23 by Mr. Daniel Elliott on behalf of the North East Tennessee Rail Authority.1  We have 
been working with representatives of AOK with regard to locating a railcar repair and storage 
facility on the Oneida-Devonia line (the “Line”). 

We noted that, in the decision issued by the Office of Proceedings Director, our desire to 
locate an active rail-based business on the Line (should AOK’s OFA ultimately be successful) wasn’t 
even addressed despite having been referenced in the NETRA Support Statement.  The Director’s 
decision states in part that, “Lacking in the record is specific information such as statements from 
actual prospective users of the Line explaining their intent to use freight rail service in the 
foreseeable future or the actual volume of shipments they anticipate making.”2 

1 (Elliott, NETRA Support Statement 2020) 
2 R. J. Corman Railroad Property LLC—Abn. Exemption—in Scott, Campbell, Anderson Counties, TN, AB 1296X 
(June 26, 2020) 



Insofar as our company’s specific interest in rail service on the Line, we expect to contract 
with AOK to service our facility at which we expect to provided maintenance and repair of railcars, 
repair and replacement of tank and covered hopper car linings, and possibly other services.  We have 
identified locations along the line that would be suitable for such a facility.  The area served by this 
Line is largely rural, but it has an excellent available pool of lower cost labor, an extremely favorable 
tax situation, low cost land, low cost of living, and an exceptionally motivated economic development 
regime, including entrepreneurial assistance through the Appalachian Regional Commission.  While 
it is true that a class 1 railroad serves the area, the difficulties and costs associated with locating 
directly on a class 1 are not conducive to the business model we are developing.  Further, class 1 
railroads are not at all interested in providing the kind of dedicated service for which shortline 
carriers, including AOK, are known.  Our business model could eventually create 20-25 full-time 
living wage jobs (or more) in an area that severely needs them. 

It might be asked why we wouldn’t consider use of another location in the area and also why 
we had no interest in previously locating to the area.  The answers are simple:  1) Previously, there 
was no access to a favorable working relationship with a dedicated shortline partner that serves an 
area in which we are interested (specifically Scott and/or Anderson Counties in Tennessee).  2) While 
our team has over 120 collective years’ experience in the railroad business, this particular venture is 
a new one.  3) Considering the situation with RJC’s lack of interest in doing anything with the Line 
other than handling unit coal trains from a single customer with run-through power from the 
connecting class 1 and their disinterest in developing any business on the Line, we have no reason to 
believe they would have interest in serving us at the level we require, nor working with us for a 
favorable car storage arrangement for our customers.  4) Our parent company, Independent Rail 
Associates, provides training, re-certification, and placement services (both temporary and 
permanent) for the various railroad operating and mechanical crafts.  Based on our preliminary 
discussions with AOK representatives to date, we are confident in being able to further develop this 
aspect of IRA’s business in a mutual financially beneficial manner. 

It is our estimate that we would average car storage of 200-500 cars annually, with resulting 
in/out equivalent of 500-1,000 cars of traffic via switching charges.  We further estimate an 
additional 300-600 cars to be switched in and out of our planned repair facility in the first 2-3 years 
of operation with business growth potential limited only by general economic conditions.  We 
currently anticipate being able to start operations at a temporary outdoor “RIP” track type of facility 
with 6-9 months of service availability, with growth to a fully equipped shop facility with 18-24 
months afterward.  Our storage services would begin almost immediately. 

In asking that AOK’s appeal be granted, we would respectfully ask the Board to consider this 
letter as such “specific information” noted as lacking in the Director’s decision.  We realize this 
submission may be later than it should have been; therefore, we humbly ask the Board’s leniency 
with respect to that fact given that our business interests were included in NETRA’s Support 
Statement.  While we have been in active discussions with AOK representatives for a couple of 
months, we aren’t willing to disclose the full context of our business plans in the public record just 
yet, thus the request for confidentiality with regard to this letter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mario C. Bush, Sr. 
President/Owner 
Independent Rail Associates 
IRAIL Car Services 

/s/  MARIO C. Bush, Sr.



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on July 2, 2020, I served the foregoing Public (Redacted) Letter of 
Support using the below email addresses on all parties of record in this proceeding: 

Daniel A. LaKemper, Esq. 
General Counsel 
Arkansas-Oklahoma Railroad Co. 
P.O. Box 185 
Morton, IL 61550 Email:  lakemper@mtco.com 

Christopher J. Schroeck 
Counsel for National Coal, LLC 
302 S. Jefferson St. 
Roanoke, VA 24011 
Email:  chris.schroeck@bluestone-coal.com 

Thomas F. McFarland, P.C. 
Thomas F. McFarland 
208 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1666 
Chicago, IL 60604-1228 
Email:  mcfarland@aol.com 

Chuck Laine 
Tennessee Mining Association 
12227 S. Fox Den Drive 
Knoxville, TN 37934  
Email:  info@tnmining.com 

Daniel Elliott 
North East Tennessee Railroad Authority 
2000 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Suite 7000 
Washington, DC 20006  
Email:  danelliott@outlook.com 

Mark Bevelhimer 
President 
Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning 
P.O. Box 6873 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
Email:  bigelowt2@mindspring.com 

Terry Frank 
Anderson County Mayor 
100 North Main Street, Suite 208 
Clinton, Tn 37716 
Email:  tfrank@andersontn.org 

Robert Weber 
Chairman 
Cumberland Trails Conference 
409 Thurman Ave #102 
Crossville, TN 38555 
Email:  weber9985@att.net 

Catherine S. Wright 
110 North Main Street 
Nicholasville, KY 40356 
Email:  cwright@irvinrigsby.com 

/s/ Mario C. Bush, Sr. 
Mario C. Bush, Sr. 
President/Owner 
Independent Rail Associates 
IRAIL Car Services 
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