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Surface Transportation Board Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW 395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423 Washington, DC 20423

The Honorable Martin J. Oberman
Vice Chairman

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

Re: Docket No. AB 1296X, R. J. Corman Railroad Property, LLC — Abandonment Exemption — in
Scott, Campbell, and Anderson Counties, Tennessee

Dear Chairman Begeman, Vice Chairman Oberman, and Commissioner Fuchs:

The Evergreen Packaging respectfully submits this letter in support of the offer of
financial assistance (“OFA”) filed herein by Arkansas-Oklahoma Railroad Co. (“AOK”).

R. J. Corman Railroad Property, LLC (“RJC Railroad Property”), filed a verified notice of
exemption under 49 C.F.R. part 1152 subpart F—Exempt Abandonments and Discontinuances
of Service to abandon a railroad line extending from milepost 0.95 at or near Oneida, Tenn., to
the end of the line at milepost 42.0 at or near Devonia, Tenn., a distance of approximately
41.05 miles in Scott, Campbell, and Anderson Counties, Tenn. (the “Line”).! This Line has a
single rail connection at Oneida, Tennessee with Norfolk Southern Railway. The notice of the
exemption was served and published in the Federal Register on March 9, 2020 (85 Fed. Reg.
13,696). On March 19, 2020, AOK, a Class lll rail carrier, timely filed a notice of intent to file an
OFA to purchase the Line from RJC Railroad Property.

An OFA to acquire a line for continued rail service need not be detailed, but an offeror
must show that it is financially responsible and that the offer is reasonable. See Conrail
Abandonments Under NERSA, 365 1.C.C. 472 (1981). AOK is clearly financially responsible and
has made a reasonable offer to purchase the Line.

Under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.27(c)(1)(iv)(E), an offeror must demonstrate that there is a
continued need for rail service on the line. Loggers in our region, including suppliers to the
Evergreen Packaging Royal Blue Chip Yard in Pioneer, Tenn., regularly harvest timber from the

! Notably, RIC Railroad Property did not include the Line from MP .95 to MP 0, the interchange point. This small
portion is crucial to the Line as it connects it to the rest of the interstate rail system. NETRA believes this portion of
the Line should be included in the OFA and abandonment as a result.



lands along the Line. Evergreen Packaging feels it would be of significant benefit to keep the
line operational for these loggers to bring their goods to our plant and other locations.

In sum, keeping this Line in the national rail system would be crucial for our company
that needs rail service and could use the Line to bring logs to the wood chip plant. In addition,
granting of the OFA here would promote the Rail Transportation Policy by ensuring the
development and continuation of a sound rail transportation system with effective competition
and coordination between rail carriers and other modes, reducing regulatory barriers to entry
into and exit from the industry, encouraging honest and efficient management of railroads, and
encouraging and promoting energy conservation. 49 U.S.C. § 10101(4), (7), (9), and (14).

Respectfully, Aﬁf@b ﬂ%

Roger Alley

Royal Blue Chip Mill Supervisor

Evergreen Packaging | 701 Howard Baker Hwy. | Pioneer, TN 37847
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that on June 23, 2020, | served the foregoing Letter of Support using the
below email addresses on all parties of record in this proceeding:

Daniel A. LaKemper, Esq.
General Counsel
Arkansas-Oklahoma Railroad Co.
P.O. Box 185 Morton, IL 61550
Email: lakemper@mtco.com

Robert Weber

Chairman

Cumberland Trails Conference
409 Thurman Ave #102
Crossville, TN 38555

Email: weber9985@att.net

Mark Bevelhimer

President

Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning
P.O. Box 6873

Oak Ridge, TN 37830

Email: bigelowt2@mindspring.com

Christopher J. Schroeck

Counsel for National Coal, LLC

302 S. Jefferson St.

Roanoke, VA 24011

Email: chris.schroeck@bluestone-coal.com

Catherine S. Wright

110 North Main Street
Nicholasville, KY 40356

Email: cwright@irvinrigsby.com

Chuck Laine

Tennessee Mining Association
12227 S. Fox Den Drive
Knoxville, TN 37934
info@tnmining.com
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Terry Frank

Anderson County Mayor

100 North Main Street, Suite 208
Clinton, Tn 37716
tfrank@andersontn.org

Daniel Elliott

North East Tennessee Railroad Authority
2000 Pennsylvania Avenue Suite 7000
Washington, DC 20006
danelliott@outlook.com

Thomas F. McFarland, P.C.

Thomas F. McFarland

208 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1666
Chicago, IL 60604-1228
mcfarland@aol.com
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