
Clark Hill

1001 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Suite 1300

Washington, DC 20004

Justin J. Marks T 202.772.0909

T 202.772.0916 F 202.772.0919

F 202.772.0930

Email: jmarks@ClarkHill.com cla rkhill.com

January 31, 2020

Cynthia T. Brown
Chief, Section of Administration
Office of Proceedings
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20024

Re: Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. – Abandonment Exemption –
in Washington County, OR
Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB 541 (Sub. No. 3X)

Dear Ms. Brown

Enclosed for filing in the above referenced proceeding is the Environmental and Historic
Report of the Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. prepared in accordance with the requirements of
49 CFR sections 1105.7 and 1105.8 for the abandonment of a line of railroad in Washington
County, OR.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Justin J. Marks
Counsel for Portland & Western Railroad, Inc.

          300331 
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Dated: January 31, 2020
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Before the

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
___________________________

STB Docket No. AB 541 (Sub. No. 3X)

PORTLAND & WESTERN RAILROAD, INC.
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - IN WASHINGTON COUNTY, OR

___________________________

ENVIRONMENTAL/HISTORIC REPORT

Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. (“PNWR”) owns the rail, track materials and other

personal property comprising the rail line between Milepost 10.28 in Forest Grove, OR and

Milepost 4.68 in Hillsboro, OR, and an exclusive easement over the underlying property

(together, the “Subject Line”). The underlying property is owned by the Oregon Department of

Transportation (“ODOT”). PNWR will be seeking exemption authority for the abandonment of

the Subject Line. There are four stations on this line: Forest Grove (MP 10.28), Cornelius (MP

7.8), Hillsboro (MP 4.7) and Forest Grove Junction (MP 4.68). The Subject Line traverses

through United States Postal Service ZIP Codes 97116, 97113, 97123, and 97124, entirely in

Washington County, OR. A map of the Subject Line is attached as Exhibit A.

PNWR plans to seek Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) authorization for its

abandonment through a notice of exempt abandonment pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR

§1152.50 on or after February 24, 2020. This report is being filed in connection therewith, and

in accordance with the requirements of 49 CFR 1105.7 and 1105.8. To prepare this report,

Applicant consulted with various state and federal agencies as required by the Board’s

regulations. See the letters attached as Exhibit B. Based on the written responses received by

Applicant to-date attached as Exhibit C, Applicant states as follows:
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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(49 CFR 1105.7)

1. PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Applicant originally acquired the Subject Line from the Burlington Northern and Santa

Fe Railway Company through a series of transactions: trackage rights exemption (1995), lease

and operation exemption (1996), and an operation and acquisition exemption (1997).1 The

Subject Line is stub-ended and there has not been any local service since November 2015. At

this time, subject potentially to the consent of ODOT, PNWR anticipates salvaging the track and

rail ties, and re-using some of the crossing warning systems elsewhere on the PNWR network.

2. EFFECTS ON THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

Because there has been no local or overhead service on the Subject Line for over four

years, no traffic will be diverted, and Applicant believes that the abandonment would have no

effect on the transportation system. Applicant sent a consultation letter regarding the proposed

abandonment to ODOT. See the letters attached as part of Exhibit B. ODOT’s response is

attached at Exhibit C. ODOT states that it is not aware of any reason to oppose PNWR’s

intention to abandon this segment.

3. LAND USE

(i) Applicant is unaware of any regional or local land use patterns with which

the proposed abandonment would be inconsistent. Applicant consulted with the following

agencies regarding the proposed abandonment that may be concerned with land use issues:

1 Portland & Western Railroad Inc., - Trackage Rights Exemption – The Burlington Northern Railroad Co., ICC
Finance Docket No. 32765 (served Oct. 13, 1995); Portland & Western Railroad Inc., - Lease and Operation
Exemption – The Burlington Northern Railroad Co., ICC Finance Docket No. 32766 (served Jan. 5, 1996);
Portland & Western Railroad Inc., - Acquisition and Operation Exemption – The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe
Railway Co., STB Finance Docket No. 33502 (served Nov. 24, 1997).
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Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (“ODEQ”), the Natural Resources Conservation

Service (“NRCS - Oregon”); Natural Resources Conservation Service (“NRCS – National”);

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 10 (“EPA”); NOAA National Geodetic Survey

(“NGS”); U.S. Bureau of Land Management Oregon-Washington State Office (“BLM”); U.S.

Army Corps of Engineers Portland District; Washington County Board of Commissioners;

National Park Service, Pacific West Region (“NPS – Pacific West Region”); National Park

Service (“NPS – National”); U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Region 1 (“FWS”). Copies of these

letters are attached as part of Exhibit B. To date, Applicant has only received a written response

from the following consulted land use agency, a copy of which is included as part of Exhibit C:

 NGS states that it completed a “desktop recon and have found that no
marks will be affected by abandoning this railroad segment.”

(ii) Applicant does not believe that the proposed abandonment will have any

adverse effect on any prime agricultural land. Consultation notices were sent to the potentially

concerned agencies listed in paragraph 3(i) above, and as indicated, no responses have been

received except for the response from NGS, which does not have any issues with the proposed

abandonment.

(iii) Applicant does not believe that the abandonment is inconsistent with any

coastal zone plans. A consultation notice was sent to the Oregon Department of Land

Conservation and Development, Oregon Coastal and Ocean Program Management. Applicant

received a response from this Department informing it that the project is not in Oregon’s coastal

zone. A copy of the response is included as part of Exhibit C.

(iv) Applicant believes that the right of way may be suitable for use as a trail

or for other public purposes. Applicant understands that the Council Creek Regional Trail
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Partnership is interested in developing the right of way for trail use. Any trail use would

potentially need the approval of ODOT as the owner of the underlying land.

4. ENERGY

Since there has not been any local service on the Subject Line for more than four years,

(i) the proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of

energy sources;

(ii) the proposed abandonment will have no effect on recyclable commodities;

(iii) the proposed abandonment will have no effect on overall energy

efficiency; and

(iv) the proposed abandonment will not divert any traffic from rail to motor

carriage.

The effects of the proposed abandonment will not exceed the thresholds set forth in 49

CFR 1105.7(e)(4)(iv).

5. AIR

Since there has not been any local service on the Subject Line for more than four years,

the proposed abandonment will not result in any increases in rail or truck traffic or rail yard

activity. The effects of the proposed abandonment will not exceed the thresholds set forth in 49

CFR 1105.7(e)(5).

6. NOISE

Applicant does not believe that the proposed abandonment will result in any increase in

noise levels.
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7. SAFETY

Applicant does not believe that the proposed abandonment will have any adverse effect

on public health or safety.

8. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

(i) Applicant has consulted with the FWS, as well as to the following

agencies that are potentially concerned with biological resources: ODEQ, NCRS – Oregon,

NCRS – National, BLM, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, NPS – Pacific West Region, NPS –

National, FWS. Copies of these consultation letters are attached as part of Exhibit B. Applicant

has not received any responses from these agencies.

(ii) Applicant does not believe that there are any wildlife sanctuaries or

refuges, National or State parks or forests in the vicinity of the proposed abandonment.

Consultation letters were sent to the agencies identified in the paragraph 8(i), and Applicant has

not received any responses.

9. WATER

(i) The proposed abandonment and any salvage will be handled in a manner

that is consistent with the applicable local, State and Federal water quality standards. Applicant

consulted with the agencies identified in paragraph 8(i), and as noted in paragraph 8(i) has not

received any responses.

(ii) Applicant sent a consultation letter regarding the proposed abandonment

to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. A copy of this letter is attached as part of Exhibit B. No

response has been received to-date.
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(iii) Applicant does not believe that any Clean Water Act permits will be

required in connection with the proposed abandonment or any salvage. Consultation letters

were sent to ODEQ and EPA. No responses have been received to-date.

10. PROPOSED MITIGATION

Since no adverse environmental impacts are expected, no mitigation is proposed.

11. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR RAIL CONSTRUCTION

Not applicable.

12. CONSULTATION

As shown by the copies of letters attached as Exhibit B, Applicant has consulted with the

following agencies: ODEQ, NRCS – Oregon, NRCS – National, EPA NGS, Oregon Depart. Of

Land Conservation and Development BLM, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Washington

County Board of Commissioners, NPS – Pacific West Region, NPS – National, FWS.

Written responses received to-date are attached as Exhibit C. The written response

received from NGS is summarized in Section 3(i) above.

13. CERTIFICATIONS

Applicant certifies that:

(a) It consulted with the agencies listed in 49 CFR 1105.7, as described in

paragraph 12 above.

(b) On this date, it sent copies of this report to each of the agencies consulted

as shown on the attached certificate of service.
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(c) Notice of the proposed abandonment was published in the Oregonian on

January 31, 2020. A copy of the form of notice and the proof of

publication are attached as Exhibit D.

(d) Applicant will not file its verified notice of abandonment until at least

twenty (20) days after the consulted agencies have been served with a

copy of this report.
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HISTORIC REPORT
(49 CFR 1105.8)

1. U.S.G.S TOPOGRAPHIC MAP

U.S.G.S. topographic maps showing the location of the proposed abandonment are

attached as Exhibit E.

2. DESCRIPTION OF RIGHT OF WAY

The Subject Line extends between Milepost 10.28 in Forest Grove, OR and Milepost 4.68

in Hillsboro, OR (the “Subject Line”). The Subject Line is located in the suburbs of Portland,

OR situated amongst small to midsize towns and rural landscape. The right of way is generally

60 feet wide. The right of way is crossed by several local roadways. PNWR owns the rail and

track materials and has an exclusive easement over the underlying property. ODOT owns the

underlying property.

3. PHOTOGRAPHS OF HISTORIC STRUCTURE(S)

The Subject Line has no visible structures 50 years old or older on the right-of-way.

4. DATES OF CONSTRUCTION OF HISTORIC STRUCTURE(S)

As noted in paragraph 3 above, no historic structures exist on the right-of-way.

5. HISTORY OF CARRIER OPERATIONS IN THE AREA

PNWR believes that the Subject Line was built by the Oregon Electric Railway around

1908 as an electric interurban from Forest Grove to Portland until passenger services were

discontinued around 1932.2 The Subject Line continued to carry freight until November 2015.

PNWR acquired the rail, ties, and other facilities that comprise the Subject Line, and a

freight easement through a series of transactions: trackage rights exemption (1995), lease and

2 Richard Thompson, Oregon Electric Railway, The Oregon Encyclopedia, A Project of the Oregon Historical
Society, available at https://oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/oregon_electric_railway/#.XhydbMhKiUl.
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operation exemption (1996), and an operation and acquisition exemption (1997). See fn. 1.

ODOT owns the underlying property. There has been no service provided over the Subject Line

proposed for abandonment for the past five years.

6. SUMMARY OF STRUCTURE DOCUMENTATION

There are no historic structures on the Subject Line, and accordingly, PNWR is not

submitting any summary of documentation relating to the structures.

7. OPINION REGARDING CRITERIA FOR LISTING

Based on readily available information in PNWR’s possession, PNWR does not believe

that the rail line, right of way or potentially eligible bridges represent an historical resource or

that any protective conditions are warranted.

Applicant has given notice of the proposed abandonment to the State Historic

Preservation Officer at the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office (‘SHPO”). The SHPO has

provided a response and PNWR has responded. Copies of these letters are included as part of

Exhibit F.

8. ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

Applicant is unaware of any prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, or environmental

conditions which might affect the archeological recovery of resources or the surrounding terrain.

Moreover, any future salvage work that would occur would take place within the right of way,

and would be surface work only and would not disturb subsurface resources.
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Eric M. Hocky
Clark Hill PLC
Two Commerce Square
2001 Market St.
Suite 2620
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 640-8500
ehocky@clarkhill.com

Justin J. Marks
Clark Hill PLC
1001 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Suite 1300 South
Washington, DC 20004
(202) 772-0916
jmarks@clarkhill.com

Counsel for
Portland & Western Railroad, Inc.

Dated: January 31, 2020



11

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this 31 day January, 2020, I served a copy of the foregoing

Environmental and Historic Report on the persons listed below by email or first class mail,

postage prepaid:

Oregon State Clearinghouse
Oregon Department of Transportation
355 Capital Street, NE, MS 11
Salem, OR 97301-3871

The Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA
1201 NE Lloyd Blvd, Suite 900
Portland, OR 97232

Oregon Department of Environmental Quality
700 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 600
Portland, OR 97232-4100

Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA
Office of the Chief
1400 Independence Ave., SW
Room 5105-A
Washington, DC 20250

Oregon Department of Transportation
Rail and Public Transit Division
555 13th St NE
Salem, OR 97301-4179

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 10
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155
Seattle, WA 98101

Mr. Bob Melbo
State Rail Planner
Oregon Department of Transportation
Rail and Public Transit Division
555 13th St NE
Salem, OR 97301-4179

The National Geodetic Survey
Communications and Outreach Branch,
NOAA, N/NGS12
National Geodetic Survey, SSMC3 #9340
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

Oregon Coastal Zone Management
Oregon Coastal and Ocean Program
Management
Department of Land Conservation and
Development 800 Oregon Street, NE #18
Portland, OR 97223

U.S. Bureau of Land Management
Oregon-Washington State Office
1220 S.W. 3rd Avenue
Portland, OR 97204

The Honorable Kathryn Harrington
Chair, Board of Commissioners MS-21
155 N. First Ave, Suite 300
Hillsboro, OR 97124

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Portland District
P.O. Box 2946
Portland, OR 97208-2946
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The Honorable Jerry Willey
Chair, Board of Commissioners MS-21
155 N. First Ave, Suite 300
Hillsboro, OR 97124

National Park Service Regional Office
Pacific West Region
333 Bush Street #500
San Francisco, CA 94104

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Region 1
Eastside Federal Complex
911 NE 11th Avenue
Portland, OR 97232-4181

National Park Service
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

State Historical Preservation Office
Oregon Heritage
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
725 Summer Street NE, Suite C
Salem, OR 97301
ORSHPO.Clearance@oregon.gov

Justin J. Marks
CLARK HILL PLC
1001 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Suite 1300 South
Washington, DC 20004
202.772.0916
jmarks@clarkhill.com
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CONSULTATION LETTERS

(Map and Service List Enclosures Not Included)



Clark Hill
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 1300
Washington, DC 20004

Justin J. Marks T 202.772.0909
T 202.772.0916 F 202.772.0919
F 202.772.0930
Email: jmarks@ClarkHill.com clarkhill.com

November 26, 2019
ALL AGENCIES ON THE
ATTACHED SERVICE LIST

Re: Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. – Abandonment Exemption – in Washington
County, OR
Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB 541 (Sub. No. 3X)

To Whom it May Concern:

This letter is to advise you that the Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. (“PNWR”) intends to file
for the abandonment of a segment of its line between Milepost 10.28 in Forest Grove and
Milepost 4.6 in Hillsboro (the “Subject Line”). PNWR owns a perpetual freight easement for the
Subject Line; the underlying property is owned by the Oregon Department of Transportation.
The Subject Line traverses through United States Postal Service ZIP Codes 97116, 97113,
97123, and 97124, entirely in Washington County, OR. A map of the Subject Line is attached as
Exhibit A.

PNWR plans to seek Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) authorization for its abandonment
through a notice of exempt abandonment pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR § 1152.50 on or
after February 3, 2020 in Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB 541 (Sub. No. 3X).

Based upon information in PNWR’s possession, the Subject Line does not contain federally
granted rights of way; the owner of the underlying property, the Oregon Department of
Transportation, may have additional information. Any documentation in PNWR’s possession
will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

No local service has been provided on the Subject Line since November 2015. PNWR does not
believe that there are any alternatives to the proposed action. At this time, PNWR intends to
remove, sell, and salvage the rail ties and track and remove and re-use some of the crossing
warning systems. PNWR believes that there may be interest in the acquisition of the right of
way for trail use. PNWR believes that this may be a reasonable alternative public purpose for
the right of way. PNWR believes that the abandonment will not have a significant effect upon
the environment.



October 24, 2019
Page 2

In advance of preparing an environmental report as required by applicable STB regulations, we
are consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have
as to environmental effects of the proposed abandonment.

We would appreciate an expression from you by January 6, 2020 that, within the area of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment will have a significant effect upon the
environment (or expressing any concerns that you have). If you have any questions about the
railroad’s proposal or if you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (202) 772-0916.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Justin J. Marks

Counsel for Portland & Western
Railroad, Inc.

Enclosures

cc: Portland & Western Railroad, Inc.



Clark Hill
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 1300
Washington, DC 20004

Justin J. Marks T 202.772.0909
T 202.772.0916 F 202.772.0919
F 202.772.0930
Email: jmarks@ClarkHill.com clarkhill.com

December 18, 2019

Oregon Coastal and Ocean Program Management
Department of Land Conservation and Development
800 Oregon Street, NE #18
Portland, OR 97223

Re: Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. –Abandonment Exemption –in
Washington County, Oregon
Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB 541 (Sub. No. 3X)

To Whom it May Concern:

On November 26, 2019, we sent you a letter to advise you that the Portland & Western
Railroad, Inc. (“PNWR”) intends to file for the abandonment of a segment of its line between
Milepost 10.28 in Forest Grove and Milepost 4.6 in Hillsboro (the “Subject Line”). PNWR owns
a perpetual freight easement for the Subject Line; the underlying property is owned by the
Oregon Department of Transportation. The Subject Line traverses through United States Postal
Service ZIP Codes 97116, 97113, 97123, and 97124, entirely in Washington County, OR. A
map of the Subject Line is attached as Exhibit A.

PNWR plans to seek Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) authorization for its
abandonment through a notice of exempt abandonment pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR §
1152.50 on or after February 3, 2020 in Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB 541 (Sub.
No. 3X).

Based upon information in PNWR’s possession, the Subject Line does not contain
federally granted rights of way; the owner of the underlying property, the Oregon Department of
Transportation, may have additional information. Any documentation in PNWR’s possession
will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

No local service has been provided on the Subject Line since November 2015. PNWR
does not believe that there are any alternatives to the proposed action. At this time, PNWR
intends to remove, sell, and salvage the rail ties and track and remove and re-use some of the
crossing warning systems. PNWR believes that there may be interest in the acquisition of the
right of way for trail use. PNWR believes that this may be a reasonable alternative public



December 18, 2019
Page 2

purpose for the right of way. PNWR believes that the abandonment will not have a significant
effect upon the environment.

As we said in our previous letter, in advance of preparing an environmental report as
required by applicable STB regulations, we are consulting with appropriate agencies such as
yours as to any concerns which they may have as to environmental effects of the proposed
abandonment.

Because your agency has jurisdiction over coastal zones in Oregon, we have an additional
request: Would you please advise us whether the Subject Line is within Oregon’s coastal zone?
If it is within the coastal zone, please advise further (1) if the proposed abandonment is an action
listed for review in Oregon’s coastal zone management plan, and (2) if the action is so listed,
whether the proposed action is consistent with the coastal zone management plan. We would
appreciate a response from you by January 13, 2020.

If you have any questions about the railroad’s proposal or if you need assistance in this
matter, please call me at (202) 772-0916.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Justin J. Marks

Counsel for Portland & Western
Railroad, Inc.

Enclosure



EXHIBIT C

AGENCY RESPONSES



regon 
Kate 13rown, Govc111or 

January 2, 2020 

Justin J. Marks 

Clark Hill 

1001 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Suite 1300 

Washington, DC 20004 

Department of Transportation 
Rail and Public Transit Division 

555 13th Street NE, Suite 2 

Salem, OR 97301 

Transit Phone: (503) 986-3300 

Rail Phone: (503) 986-4321 

Fax: (503) 986-4189 

RE: Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. -Abandonment Exemption - in Washington County, OR 

Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB 541 (Sub. No. 3X) 

Dear Mr. Marks, 

I am writing in response to your November 26, 2019, letter regarding Portland & Western Railroad's (PNWR) intention to 

file for abandonment of the Forest Grove District from MP 4.6 to 10.28. 

ODOT-Rail and Public Transit Division (ODOT-RPTD) is not aware of any reason to oppose PNWR's intention to abandon 

this segment. However, we are required by statute (ORS 824.042) to participate in all contested abandonment 

proceedings for any railroad line in Oregon. The law goes on to say, "[p]rior to such participation, the department shall 

consult with public entities and users of railroad service affected by the proposed abandonment." Given our prescribed 

role, should anyone contest the abandonment we will refrain from further comment at this time. 

If the Surface Transportation Board (STB) authorizes PNWR to abandon this segment, we would like to point out that the 

November 25, 1997, Rail Service Easement states that 11 [a]s a condition of this Easement, Grantee shall not have the 

right to salvage any portion of the main line track on the Rail Line Corridors (other than salvage of materials replaced by 

Grantee), except following the written consent of the then current owner of Grantor's underlying interest in the Rail Line 

Corridors land." 

ODOT-RPTD would be willing to provide the requisite written consent, after PNWR has signed a legal instrument that 

extinguishes its rail service easement on the segment. We will prepare and send that instrument shortly. 

Sincerely, 

;/IL-
H.A. (Hal) Gard, Administrator 

ODOT Rail and Public Transit Division 

cc: Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. 

Surface Transportation Board 

          300233 

        ENTERED 
Office  of  Proceedings 
   January 3, 2020 
            Part of  
      Public Record 

AB 541 (Sub-No. 2X)
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Marks, Justin J.

From: dan.determan <ngs.infocenter@noaa.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2019 3:20 PM

To: Marks, Justin J.

Subject: [JIRA] (IMOV-6321) NGS RESPONSE: STB Docket No. AB 541 (Sub. No.3X)

A comment is added on your issue:

[External Message]

Re: NGS RESPONSE: STB Docket No. AB 541 (Sub. No.3X)
I have completed the desktop recon and have found that no marks will be affected by abandoning
this railroad segment.

National Geodetic Survey



EXHIBIT D

NEWSPAPER NOTICE



- 0-tlhe ®rtgonian OREGONLIVE.COM 
--OREGONIAN MEDIA GROUP--

State of Oregon,} ss 
County of Multnomah) 

AD#: 0009496387 

The Oregonian 
LEGAL AFFIDAVIT 

Justin Eubanks being duly sworn, deposes that he/she is principal clerk of Oregonian Media Group; that The Oregonian is a public 
newspaper published in the city of Portland, with general circulation in Oregon, and this notice is an accurate and true copy of th is 
notice as printed in said newspaper, was printed and published in the regular edition and issue of said newspaper on the following 
date(s): 
The Oregonian 01/31/2020 

" Principal Clerk of the Publisher 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 31th day of January 2020 

\tiY\LMhoLC5D~ 
Notary Public ~ 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ABANDON RAIL SERVICE 
Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. (PNWR) Issues this notice that on or about 
February 24, 2020, It intends to file with the Surface Transportation Board (STB 
or Board), Washington, DC 20423, a notice of exemption pursuant to the provi­
sions of 49 CFR Part 1152 Subpart F - Exempt Abandonments and Discontinu­
ances of Service and Trackage Rights permitting PNWR to abandon service 
over approximately 5.6 miles of the line of railroad between milepost 10.28 
near Forest Grove, and milepost 4.68, near Hillsboro which traverses through 
United States Postal Zip Codes 97113, 97116, 97123, and 97124, in Washington 
County, Oregon. The PNWR proceeding will be docketed as STB Docket No. 
AB-541 (Sub-No. 3X). 

The Board's Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) will generally prepare an 
Environmental Assessment (EA), which will normally be available 25 days after 
the flllng of the notice of exemption. Comments on environmental and energy 
matters should be flied no later than 15 days after the EA becomes available to 
the public and will be addressed In a Board decision. Interested persons may 
obtain a copy of the EA or make inquiries regarding environmental matters by 
writing to the Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surface Transportation 
Board, Washington, DC or by calling that office at 202-245-0454. 

Appropriate offers of financial assistance to continue rail service can be flied 
with the Board. Requests for environmental conditions, public use conditions, 
or rail banking/trails use also can be filed with the Board. An original and 10 
copies of any pleading that raises matters other than environmental issues· 
(such as offers of financial assistance to subsidize rail service) must be filed 
directly with the STB's Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings, 395 E 
Street, S.W., Washington, DC 20423-0001 [see 49 CFR 1104.l(a) and 1104.3(a)J, 
and one copy must be served on applicant's representative [see 49 CFR 
1104.12(a)J. Questions regarding offers of financial assistance, public use or 
trails use may be directed to the STB's Office of Public Assistance, Governmen­
tal Affairs and Compliance at 202-245-0238. Coples of any comments or re­
quests for conditions should be served on PNWR's representative: Justin J. 
Marks, Clark HIii PLC, 1001 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. Suite 1300 South, Washing­
ton, DC 20004; 202-772-0916. 

.•. , OFFICIAL STAMP 
· · ;'::~.'.~~ KIMBERLEE WRIGHT ()'NEILL 
; /rj NOTARY PUBLIC-OREGON 
.. ,; . COMMISSION NO. 979329 

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 24, 2022 



PUBLIC NOTICE OF
BUDGET COMMITTEE
POSITION VACANCY

METROPOLITAN AREA
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

MACC is seeking citizen candidates
to serve on its Budget Committee.
The term starts approximately
March 15, 2020. Eligible candidates
must reside within the MACC serv-
ice district, which includes all of
Washington County, except for Sher-
wood, and also includes the cities of
Lake Oswego, Tualatin, Rivergrove
and West Linn. To apply, please call
MACC at 503-645-7365 x225 before
5:00pm, Friday, February 14, 2020.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ABANDON RAIL SERVICE
Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. (PNWR) issues this notice that on or about
February 24, 2020, it intends to file with the Surface Transportation Board (STB
or Board), Washington, DC 20423, a notice of exemption pursuant to the provi-
sions of 49 CFR Part 1152 Subpart F – Exempt Abandonments and Discontinu-
ances of Service and Trackage Rights permitting PNWR to abandon service
over approximately 5.6 miles of the line of railroad between milepost 10.28
near Forest Grove, and milepost 4.68, near Hillsboro which traverses through
United States Postal Zip Codes 97113, 97116, 97123, and 97124, in Washington
County, Oregon. The PNWR proceeding will be docketed as STB Docket No.
AB-541 (Sub-No. 3X).

The Board’s Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) will generally prepare an
Environmental Assessment (EA), which will normally be available 25 days after
the filing of the notice of exemption. Comments on environmental and energy
matters should be filed no later than 15 days after the EA becomes available to
the public and will be addressed in a Board decision. Interested persons may
obtain a copy of the EA or make inquiries regarding environmental matters by
writing to the Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surface Transportation
Board, Washington, DC or by calling that office at 202-245-0454.

Appropriate offers of financial assistance to continue rail service can be filed
with the Board. Requests for environmental conditions, public use conditions,
or rail banking/trails use also can be filed with the Board. An original and 10
copies of any pleading that raises matters other than environmental issues
(such as offers of financial assistance to subsidize rail service) must be filed
directly with the STB’s Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings, 395 E
Street, S.W., Washington, DC 20423-0001 [see 49 CFR 1104.1(a) and 1104.3(a)],
and one copy must be served on applicant’s representative [see 49 CFR
1104.12(a)]. Questions regarding offers of financial assistance, public use or
trails use may be directed to the STB’s Office of Public Assistance, Governmen-
tal Affairs and Compliance at 202-245-0238. Copies of any comments or re-
quests for conditions should be served on PNWR’s representative: Justin J.
Marks, Clark Hill PLC, 1001 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. Suite 1300 South, Washing-
ton, DC 20004; 202-772-0916.

Notice of Foreclosure Sale
Online Storage Auction

Friday, February 7, 2020 at 12 Noon
Stow-A-Way Mini Storage

37330 Ruben Lane
Sandy, OR 503-668-5351

Unit 8X  M. Wilson
Unit will post on Feb. 1, 2020 on

www.storagetreasures.com
CASH ONLY. We reserve the right o
cancel auction upon satisfaction of

lien by tenant.

NOTICE OF DEATH
OF UNCLAIMED BODY

MARCHI, David S. , died 01/25/20 at
Legacy Emanuel Medical Center.

Anyone with information about fami-
ly is asked to contact Holly Stevens
@ Legacy Emanuel Medical Center,

2801 N. Gantenbein Ave, Portland, OR
97227. Tel: 503-413-4367

Items of value left on TriMet, Max,
buses and lift (including jewelry,
cash and electronics) can be claimed
with an accurate description within
90 days of the item being found. To
inquire about a lost item contact
TriMet Lost & Found at trimet.org
under the contact tab and click on
Lost & Found or call 503-962-7655.

Items of value found at Portland Int’l
Airport, 7000 NE Airport Way, Port-
land OR. Jewelry, cash & electronics.
Description req’d to claim within 90

days of publication date. 503.460.4272

$50k trust deed. Pays $416.67/mo at
10% APR Secured by great income

property. Call 503-319-1554

EXECUTIVE LODGE 7days. $260 + tax,
1 pers, micro/fridge/cbl based on

availability 503.234.0316

Brand New Condo for lease Portland
2 BDR./ 1 BA. $3000/month 829 NW
19th Avenue 503-248-9800. Includes
utilities, 2 parking spots, walk in
closets, 3 large Sony TV’s. Washer &
dryer included.

Elliptical trainer. Gym quality, lots of
features. Excellent condition. $500
OBO. Call Brian (503) 708-6373

Victorian Chairs for Sale
Walnut, not copies (I watched my
aunt take out the horse hair) Re-
upholstered, pale green leaves on
slightly darker background. 3 match-
ing pillows and some extra fabric.
Will deliver to you from Corvallis.
$1000 for set. Call 541-224-4162

BENGAL KITTENS, POCKET LEOPARD
TICA Reg., Shots, dewormed, litter
box trained, very active and loving.
$1000 each Call/Text: 503-360-2208

AMERICAN BOARDER COLLIE PUPS
Born Dec. 11, 2019, all shots,
wormed, Black/White, Red/White &
Tri Color $450. each, 971-331-4210

BULLDOG AKC
Hand raised with lots of love. Up to
date on shots, come withpapers and
breeding rights, 541-377-9097

DOGO ARGENTINO VIZSLA MIX
Will be ready the end of Feb, 5 boys,
2 girls, perfect for energetic, active
family. northcoastpastures.com

ENGLISH CHOCOLATE LAB PUPS
AKC Big heads, tails, dark chocolate,
docile. Dad is Oregon show cham-
pion. $800 ea. Call 541-391-4918

ENGLISH CREAM RETRIEVER PUPPIES
Purebred AKC registered, 10 weeks,
5 M $1600 & 3 F $1800, shots, dew-
ormed, Call: 707-228-5737

English Creme Golden Retriever 
Puppies $2100. for Females,

$1900. for Males 541-487-5031
kat4875031@peak.org

English Labrador Retriever Puppies
AKC, Champion pedigree, yellow, ac-
cepting deposits, Call 509-847-3087

www.latahlabradors.com

EXOTIC BULLY PUPPIES
Bohemian Bull Dog had 6 male and 1
female puppies, micro size, rare

colors, $3000. each Call: 360-265-7921

FRENCH BULLDOG
2 litters of both males and females
available now. Mom and dad on site,
health guar, Michelle 310-508-3689

FINANCIAL

CONTRACTS, MORTGAGES

PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICES GENERAL

PUBLIC NOTICES GENERAL

PUBLIC NOTICES GENERAL

INFORMATION 
& EDUCATION

MERCHANDISE 
FOR SALE

ANTIQUES

CATS DOGSDOGS

DOGS

SPORTS & 
OUTDOORS

FITNESS EQUIPMENT

RENTALS

HOTELS, MOTELS

MISC RENTALS

LOST AND FOUND

SHERIFF’S SALES  
BENTON COUNTY
PUBLIC NOTICES  
CLACKAMAS COUNTY

MARKETPLACE
PLACE YOUR CLASSFIED ADS Monday-Friday, 8:00am-5:30pm
503-221-8000 • 1-800-221-4488 • OREGONLIVE.COM/PlaceAdA
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›  AUTOMOTIVE
›  EMPLOYMENT
›  LEGAL NOTICES
›  MERCHANDISE
›  PETS
›  REAL ESTATE
    & RENTALS

Extend Your Reach  
Print and online ads with The Oregonian. 

Visit OREGONLIVE.COM/placead 
or Call 503-221-8000

Advertise Effi ciently with Classifi eds 
Visit OREGONLIVE.COM/placead

Meet the neighbors. Read Community 
News on OREGONLIVE.
 OREGONLIVE.COM/local

Meet the neighbors. Read Community 
News on OREGONLIVE.
 OREGONLIVE.COM/local

Meet the neighbors. Read Community 
News on OREGONLIVE.
 OREGONLIVE.COM/local

Meet the neighbors. Read Community 
News on OREGONLIVE.
 OREGONLIVE.COM/local

Meet the neighbors. Read Community 
News on OREGONLIVE.
 OREGONLIVE.COM/local

Meet the neighbors. Read Community 
News on OREGONLIVE.
 OREGONLIVE.COM/local

ACROSS
 1 Where hands 

go in the Time 
Warp dance

 5 Baker’s units: 
Abbr.

 9 Bronze Age 
chronicle

14 Number of 
sides on a 
PARE road sign

15 Springs for 
vacation trips

16 Character in 
“Monsters, Inc.”

17 Myanmar 
neighbor

18 Was completely 
satisfying

20 Forewarned

22 Former Soviet 
naval base

23 Letters that 
often precede a 
Ph.D.

24 Like some 
humor

25 Tiny amounts

26 More than just 
in

28 Finds a way
31 Doe, perhaps
32 Went too
34 Some framing 

supplies
35 Like some fruits 

and ice sheets
36 Censure of a 

senator
37 Old sports cars 

named for a 
fish

39 One of the 
five rivers of 
56-Across

40 Involves
41 They can get 

you into the Taj 
Mahal

42 Form of relief
43 Coach
44 Vets, e.g.: Abbr.
45 User of the 

“I Ching”
48 Liquidity 

concern

50 Less efficient 
washers

52 Like triple fudge 
brownies

53 Outdo
54 Last word in 

the first verse 
of “Old Mother 
Hubbard”

55 “Put Your 
Head on My 
Shoulder” 
singer, 1959

56 See 39-Across
57 Help in a small 

way?
58 Try

DOWN
 1 Things seen 

that aren’t 
there

 2 “You and me 
both”

 3 Gave much less 
than 100%

 4 Nothing to write 
home about

 5 No-no at 
a fancy 
restaurant

 6 Menu caution
 7 Fancy spread
 8 Historic barrier 

breaker, for 
short

 9 Ingredient in 
a John Daly 
cocktail

10 Worries around 
the clock, 
perhaps

11 Bratlings
12 Baking 

entrepreneur 
Wally

13 ___ plan

19 Like a binge 
watcher, say

21 Uncommon 
notes

25 Roald Dahl title 
character

27 Is thick
28 St. ___ College 

(school name 
in Indiana, 
Maryland and 
California)

29 Incomplete part 
of a contract

30 Not neat

32 Fill for a grill

33 Juicy news alert

35 Annexed land of 
2014

38 Speeds through 
the Downs, say

39 Verdant

41 Autumn shade

43 They’re raised 
on farms

45 Texting 
alternative?

46 Woman’s name 
that becomes 
another 
woman’s name 
if you switch 
the first and 
third letters

47 Mirrored

48 Firm leaders, 
for short

49 Rush home?

51 Body builder?

PUZZLE BY ROBYN WEINTRAUB

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay. 

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
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Edited by Will ShortzNo. 1228 Crossword

Today’s New York Times 
Crossword Puzzle Solved

ACES ON BRIDGE
After opening a minor suit, an opener who has three cards in his part-

ner’s major should consider raising if not fully balanced. However, in 
such cases, it is often best to bid no-trump at the next turn, or at least to 
avoid supporting partner a second time. So in today’s deal, North’s raise 
to two spades was understandable, but he should have retreated to three 
no-trump at his next turn. That would have been easy to declare.

In four spades, declarer won the opening diamond lead with dummy’s 
ace, as East encouraged by playing the eight. South led a trump to the 
ace and followed with a low trump. West put up the queen and contin-
ued diamonds, on which South did well by discarding a heart rather than 
ruffing. But now East did equally well when he led his last diamond, 
conceding a ruff-and-sluff to promote a trump trick for his partner. A 
passive return would have allowed South to draw the missing trumps.

North felt guilty about the bidding, and West realized he should have 
led a low diamond at trick four. He knew how the defense was supposed 
to go, while it was much harder for East to play the fourth diamond.

Declarer could have made his game by crossing to hand with a club 
at trick two to lead a low spade from hand. West would have to take the 
spade queen to play three more rounds of diamonds. South would then 
ruff in dummy, unblock the spade jack, then play a club to hand and 
draw trumps, pitching dummy’s club ace, after which his hand would 
be high.

O9122019-01

Need extra income?

Earn up to $1,000/mo. plus tips
with NO collections, delivering newspapers

as an independent contractor.

We need motivated self-starters to deliver The Oregonian, Wall 
Street Journal, New York Times and USA Today as independent 
contractors for the greater Portland Metro Area (Multnomah, 
Washington and Clackamas counties as well as parts of Yamhill 
and Columbia counties). Work overnight hours 3 - 4 hours per 
day, 4 days per week (Some 7 day routes also available). Routes 
are limited and are available on a first-come, first-served basis.

Call today and ask about the
$300.00 sign-on bonus!

Contact us today! Call 503-221-8409
or email carrier@oregonian.com

Please let us know your name, phone number and what city or area you would like to deliver 
in the metro area (Beaverton, Happy Valley, Oregon City, etc. If in Portland, please specify 
location in the city (i.e. Garden home, Downtown, Inner southeast, etc.) We will forward 
this information to our Independent Distributors and they will be in contact with you ASAP.
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EXHIBIT E

TOPOGRAPHICAL MAPS
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EXHIBIT F

SHPO CORRESPONDENCE

(Maps Not Included)



Clark Hill
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 1300
Washington, DC 20004

Justin J. Marks T 202.772.0909
T 202.772.0916 F 202.772.0919
F 202.772.0930
Email: jmarks@ClarkHill.com clarkhill.com

November 26, 2019
State Historic Preservation Office
Oregon Heritage
Oregon Parks and Recreation Department
725 Summer Street, NE, Suite C
Salem, OR 97301

Re: Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. – Abandonment Exemption – in Washington
County, OR
Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB 541 (Sub. No. 3X)

Dear Madam or Sir:

This letter is to advise you that the Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. (“PNWR”) intends to file
for the abandonment of a segment of its line between Milepost 10.28 in Forest Grove and
Milepost 4.6 in Hillsboro (the “Subject Line”). PNWR owns a perpetual freight easement for the
Subject Line; the underlying property is owned by the Oregon Department of Transportation.
The Subject Line traverses through United States Postal Service ZIP Codes 97116, 97113,
97123, and 97124, entirely in Washington County, OR. A map of the Subject Line is attached as
Exhibit A.

PNWR plans to seek Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) authorization for its abandonment
through a notice of exempt abandonment pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR § 1152.50 on or
after February 3, 2020 in Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB 541 (Sub. No. 3X).

Based upon information in PNWR’s possession, the Subject Line does not contain federally
granted rights of way; the owner of the underlying property, the Oregon Department of
Transportation, may have additional information. Any documentation in PNWR’s possession
will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

No local service has been provided on the Subject Line since November 2015. The Subject Line
has no visible structures 50 years old or older on the right-of-way. At this time, PNWR intends to
remove, sell, and salvage the rail ties and track and remove and re-use some of the crossing
warning systems. PNWR believes that there may be interest in the acquisition of the right of
way for trail use. PNWR believes that this may be a reasonable alternative public purpose for
the right of way. PNWR believes that the abandonment will not have a significant effect upon
the environment or any historic resource.



November 26, 2019
Page 2

In advance of preparing an historic report as required by applicable STB regulations, we are
consulting with appropriate agencies such as yours as to any concerns which they may have as to
environmental or historic effects of the proposed abandonment.

We would appreciate an expression from you by January 6, 2020 that, within the area of your
authority, you do not perceive that the abandonment will have a significant effect upon any
historic preservation (or expressing any concerns that you have). If you have any questions
about the railroad’s proposal or if you need assistance in this matter, please call me at (202) 772-
0916.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Justin J. Marks

Counsel for Portland & Western
Railroad, Inc.

Enclosures

cc: Portland & Western Railroad, Inc.



Portland and Western Railroad, Inc, Abandonment Exemption

Tracy Schwartz

Historic Preservation Specialist

(503) 986-0677

tracy.schwartz@oregon.gov

Multiple legals, Washington County

Dear Mr. Marks:

RE: SHPO Case No. 19-1862

Surface Transportation Board authorization for abandonment

Thank you for providing consultation materials for the abandonment for the Portland and Western Railroad 
(PNWR) in Washington County, Oregon, as referenced above. We assume that PNWR, Inc. is acting on 
behalf of the Surface Transportation Board (STB) for Section 106 consultation as outlined in the December 
10, 2019 “Delegation of Authority for the Section 106 Review of Rail Abandonment Projects” letter. If this 
assumption is incorrect, please have the STB contact our office to continue consultation or delegate Section 
106 responsibilities in writing.

Please note that the abandonment (depending on the future owner) and deconstruction of the railroad would 
likely result in an adverse effect, if the PNWR was determined eligible for listing. We have no records that the 
PNWR has been evaluated for National Register of Historic Places eligibility. In order to complete the Section 
106 consultation process, an Area of Potential Effect (APE), taking into consideration direct and indirect 
effects, would need to be established, and appropriate identification efforts for historic properties within that 
APE would need to occur prior to determining project effects. Further, we recommend inviting consulting 
parties - including tribes, local historical societies and museums, Hillsboro Certified Local Government, and 
other interested parties - to participate in Section 106 consultation.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact our office. We look forward to continued consultation on 
the undertaking.

Sincerely,

1001 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Ste 1300

Mr. Justin Marks

Washington, DC 20004

Clark Hill

December 27, 2019



Clark Hill
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 1300
Washington, DC 20004

Justin J. Marks T 202.772.0909
T 202.772.0916 F 202.772.0919
F 202.772.0930
Email: jmarks@ClarkHill.com clarkhill.com

January 24, 2020

Re: SHPO Case No. 19-1862
Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. – Abandonment Exemption –
In Washington County, OR
STB Docket No. AB 541 (Sub-No. 3X)

Dear Ms. Schwartz:

Thank you for your letter of December 27, 2019. We are responding to your letter as
counsel for Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. (“PNWR”). This letter will confirm that PNWR is
acting on behalf of the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) as outlined in the STB’s
December 10, 2009 delegation letter.

We disagree with your suggestion that an Area of Potential Effect (“APE”) has not yet
been established. The National Historic Preservation Act (“NHPA”) requires that federal
agencies (such as the STB) must take into account the effect of their actions on any historic
properties included or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places, 54 U.S.C.
306108, that the scope of the required review is determined by the extent of the APE or “project
area,” and that the APE is limited by the extent of the agency’s jurisdiction to control or mitigate
any impacts. NHPA does not require an evaluation of the effects on the area outside of the
project. In the case of abandonment actions, the STB has determined that the APE or “project
area” is limited to the railroad right of way (“ROW”). This is logical because the STB’s
conditioning authority extends only to the Applicant’s common carrier rail line and associated
property, in this case, the 5.68-mile Subject Line and the associated ROW that is generally 25
feet wide.

PNWR’s reasonable and good faith evaluation of the geographic area where the proposed
action would take place revealed no above ground resources within the APE that would be
affected by the proposed action. Applicant’s review was consistent with the STB’s regulations
implementing the NHPA at 49 C.F.R. 1105.8(d)(7), which requires an opinion, based on readily
available information in the railroad’s possession, as to whether the site and/or any structures
meet the criteria for listing. Here, PNWR did not identify any structures within the APE or any
other evidence suggesting the site has historic significance. Further, the proposed abandonment
and salvage would have no effect outside of the APE, and would not affect the integrity of the
underlying ROW which will continue to be owned by the Oregon Department of Transportation.



January 24, 2020
Page 2

To PNWR’s knowledge, the Subject Line is not uniquely associated with any significant
events, nor is it a part of a larger historic railroad district as there are no contributing resources
such as railroad buildings or identifiable railroad structures within the mostly small to midsize
towns and rural landscape through which the Subject Line runs. PNWR does not believe that the
graded line, ballast, tracks, minor built culverts, and small scale elements such as switches,
should be evaluated as contributing elements unless certain special circumstances exist, none of
which are believed by PNWR to exist in this case.

Your suggestion that PNWR investigate and identify other parties that may be interested
goes beyond the STB’s requirements, and PNWR does not believe such additional consultation is
necessary or justified. The fact that you have no records of PNWR or of the Subject Line being
evaluated for the National Register of Historic Places is not surprising. The project area itself
has presumably not been surveyed because it has been used as a railroad right of way since early
1900’s, and any disturbance of resources would have happened with the construction of the rail
line and with its use as an active rail line over the past 100+ years. Nonetheless, PNWR will
mail consultation letters to the Forest Grove Community Development Department and the
Hillsboro Planning Department.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Justin J. Marks
Counsel to Portland & Western Railroad, Inc.

Enclosure



Clark Hill
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 1300
Washington, DC 20004

Justin J. Marks T 202.772.0909
T 202.772.0916 F 202.772.0919
F 202.772.0930
Email: jmarks@ClarkHill.com clarkhill.com

January 24, 2020
Mr. Bryan Pohl
Community Development Director
Forest Grove Community Development Department
City Hall
1924 Council Street
PO Box 326
Forest Grove, OR 97116-0326

Re: Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. – Abandonment Exemption – in Washington
County, OR
Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB 541 (Sub. No. 3X)

Dear Mr. Pohl:

This letter is to advise you that the Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. (“PNWR”) intends to file
for the abandonment of a segment of its line between Milepost 10.28 in Forest Grove and
Milepost 4.6 in Hillsboro (the “Subject Line”). PNWR owns a perpetual freight easement for the
Subject Line; the underlying property is owned by the Oregon Department of Transportation.
The Subject Line traverses through United States Postal Service ZIP Codes 97116, 97113,
97123, and 97124, entirely in Washington County, OR. A map of the Subject Line is enclosed.

PNWR plans to seek Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) authorization for its abandonment
through a notice of exempt abandonment pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR § 1152.50 on or
after February 10, 2020 in Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB 541 (Sub. No. 3X).

In advance of preparing an historic report as required by applicable STB regulations, PNWR
consulted with the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office. That office in-turn requested that
PNWR invite other potentially interested parties, such as your agency, to provide any historic
preservation comment you may have.

Based upon information in PNWR’s possession, the Subject Line does not contain federally
granted rights of way; the owner of the underlying property, the Oregon Department of
Transportation, may have additional information. Any documentation in PNWR’s possession
will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

No local service has been provided on the Subject Line since November 2015. The Subject Line
has no visible structures 50 years old or older on the right-of-way. At this time and pending
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Oregon DOT approval, PNWR intends to remove, sell, and salvage the rail ties and track and
remove and re-use some of the crossing warning systems.
PNWR believes that there may be interest in the acquisition of the right of way for trail use and
that this may be a reasonable alternative public purpose for the right of way. PNWR believes
that the abandonment will not have a significant effect upon the environment or any historic
resource.

Please contact me if you do not perceive that the abandonment will have a significant effect
upon any historic preservation (or expressing any concerns that you have). If you have any
questions about the railroad’s proposal or if you need assistance in this matter, please call me at
(202) 772-0916.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Justin J. Marks

Counsel for Portland & Western
Railroad, Inc.

Enclosures

cc: Oregon State Historical Preservation Office



Clark Hill
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Suite 1300
Washington, DC 20004

Justin J. Marks T 202.772.0909
T 202.772.0916 F 202.772.0919
F 202.772.0930
Email: jmarks@ClarkHill.com clarkhill.com

January 24, 2020
Hillsboro Planning Department
150 E Main Street
Civic Center, 4th Floor
Hillsboro, Oregon 97123-4028

Re: Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. – Abandonment Exemption – in Washington
County, OR
Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB 541 (Sub. No. 3X)

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter is to advise you that the Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. (“PNWR”) intends to file
for the abandonment of a segment of its line between Milepost 10.28 in Forest Grove and
Milepost 4.6 in Hillsboro (the “Subject Line”). PNWR owns a perpetual freight easement for the
Subject Line; the underlying property is owned by the Oregon Department of Transportation.
The Subject Line traverses through United States Postal Service ZIP Codes 97116, 97113,
97123, and 97124, entirely in Washington County, OR. A map of the Subject Line is enclosed.

PNWR plans to seek Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) authorization for its abandonment
through a notice of exempt abandonment pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR § 1152.50 on or
after February 10, 2020 in Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB 541 (Sub. No. 3X).

In advance of preparing an historic report as required by applicable STB regulations, PNWR
consulted with the Oregon State Historic Preservation Office. That office in-turn requested that
PNWR invite other potentially interested parties, such as your agency, to provide any historic
preservation comment you may have.

Based upon information in PNWR’s possession, the Subject Line does not contain federally
granted rights of way; the owner of the underlying property, the Oregon Department of
Transportation, may have additional information. Any documentation in PNWR’s possession
will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

No local service has been provided on the Subject Line since November 2015. The Subject Line
has no visible structures 50 years old or older on the right-of-way. At this time and pending
Oregon DOT approval, PNWR intends to remove, sell, and salvage the rail ties and track and
remove and re-use some of the crossing warning systems.
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PNWR believes that there may be interest in the acquisition of the right of way for trail use and
that this may be a reasonable alternative public purpose for the right of way. PNWR believes
that the abandonment will not have a significant effect upon the environment or any historic
resource.

Please contact me if you do not perceive that the abandonment will have a significant effect
upon any historic preservation (or expressing any concerns that you have). If you have any
questions about the railroad’s proposal or if you need assistance in this matter, please call me at
(202) 772-0916.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Justin J. Marks

Counsel for Portland & Western
Railroad, Inc.

Enclosures

cc: Oregon State Historical Preservation Office
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